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AIR COMBAT COMMAND 


and the Legacy of the Cold War: 


A Systematic Study of Air Combat Command Cold War Material Culture 


INTRODUCTION TO THE REPORT SERIES ON CD-ROM 
Overview 


This compact disk (CD) contains the results of a study of material culture at 27 United States Air Force 
(USAF) Air Force bases (AFB) located throughout the contiguous United States and Panama. The 
study was designed to evaluate historic properties (real property, personal property, records, 
documents, and sites) that date to the Cold War era (1946-1989). The study was undertaken in 
compliance with Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 which requires federal 
agencies to identify properties under their control which may be eligible for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Being less than 50 years of age, the properties in the present study 
may be considered for nomination to the NRHP only if they are shown to be “exceptionally significant’; 
this study develops a methodology to assess such significance within the historic context of the Cold 
War. The bases included in the study are those which were under the operational authority of the Air 
Combat Command (ACC) in late 1993. ACC is the successor to the Strategic Air Command, Tactical 
Air Command, and other major commands that played key roles in the Cold War. The 27 bases and 
their associated Air Force Ranges (AFR) are: 


Sawyer AFB, Michigan e Whiteman AFB, Missouri 
Langley AFB, Virginia 
Little Rock AFB, Arkansas 


e Barksdale AFB, Louisiana e Loring AFB, Maine 

e Beale AFB, California e MacDill AFB and Avon Park AFR, Florida 

е Cannon AFB, New Mexico e McConnell AFB, Kansas 

e Castle AFB, California e Minot AFB, North Dakota 

e Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona е Moody AFB and Grand Bay AFR, Georgia 

e Dyess AFB, Texas e Mountain Home AFB and Saylor Creek AFR, Idaho 
e Ellsworth AFB and Badlands AFR, South Dakota e Nellis AFB, Nevada and Cuddeback AFR, California 
e Fairchild AFB, Washington e Offutt AFB, Nebraska 

e Griffiss AFB, New York е Pope AFB, North Carolina 

e Holloman AFB and Melrose AFR, New Mexico e Seymour Johnson AFB and Dare County AFR, North 
e Homestead AFB, Florida Carolina 

e Howard AFB and Balboa AFR, Panama e Shaw AFB and Poinsett AFR, South Carolina 

e 

e 

e 


The results of this study were originally intended to be presented in a series of 29 hardcopy documents 
of limited distribution. The series was to include one introductory report containing an historic context 
and a methodology, 27 individual reports with results from each of the ACC bases, and one summary 
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 


Nellis Air Force Base and Cuddeback Gunnery Range were inventoried for Cold War resources by 
James A. Lowe, Lori E. Rhodes, and Scott W. Kamber of Mariah Associates, Inc., between May 24 
and June 7, 1994, and June 8, 1995, as part of the Air Combat Command Cold War Study under the 
ongoing Department of Defense Legacy Program. Information was gathered at the base from the 
Weapons and Tactics Center Historian, Wing Historian, Cultural and Natural Resources staff, 
Drawing Room staff, and at the Civil Engineering, Real Property, and Public Affairs Offices. On- 
site inspections were also conducted. During this research and inventory, property types were 


identified and photographed. 


A significant amount of material culture was identified as relating to the Cold War era, and thus to 
the scope of this study, most involving important training activities. As a result, 10 resources on the 


base were further documented and evaluated as important within the base Cold War context. 


Recommendations for these resources include further documentation, stewardship, and National 
Register eligibility for the Command Center (Real Property No. 620), Maintenance Hangar (Real 
Property No. 292), RED FLAG Facility (Real Property No. 201), Weapons School (Real Property 
No. 282), and the Threat Facility Collection (located in Real Property No. 470). Further 
documentation, stewardship, and conservation are recommended for four Documentary Collections 


and one Photograph Collection. 


ACC 
ACHP 
AFB 
AFR 
AGE 
ARDC 
ATC 
BLM 
CCTW 
CES 
CRS 
DoD 
EMS 
FMS 
FTD 
FWW 
GR 
HABS 
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MAC 
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NCO 
NHPA 
NPS 
NRHP 
OCONUS 
POL 
SAC 
SALT 
SDI 
SHPO 
START 
TAC 
TACAN 
TFW 
TFWC 
TR&D 
USAF 
WRSK 
WTC 
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LIST OF ACRONYMS 


Air Combat Command 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Air Force Base 

Air Force Range 

Air Ground Equipment 

Air Research and Development Command 
Air Training Command 

Bureau of Land Management 
Combat Crew Training Wing 

Civil Engineering Squadron 
Component Repair Squadron 
Department of Defense 

Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Field Missile Squadron 

Field Training Detachment 

Fighter Weapons Wing 

Gunnery Range 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
Liquid Oxygen 

Military Airlift Command 

Mariah Associates, Inc. 
Noncommissioned Officer 
National Historic Preservation Act 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Off the Continental United States 
Petroleum, Oils, and Lubricants 
Strategic Air Command 

Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty 
Strategic Defense Initiative 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
Tactical Air Command 

Tactical Air Navigation Station 
Tactical Fighter Wing 

Tactical Fighter Weapons Center 
Test, Research, and Development 
United States Air Force 

War Readiness Spares Kit 
Weapons and Tactics Center 


ii 
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GLOSSARY 


Anti-Ballistic Missile Protocol - signed in 1974, this agreement amends the Strategic Arms 
Limitation Treaty I by reducing the number of anti-ballistic missile systems deployed by the 
United States and the Soviet Union to one each. 


Capehart Housing Act - passed in 1955 as an amendment to the National Housing Act. It 
authorized the use of quarters allowances to pay off Wherry housing mortgages. 
Construction of new houses was set at 46,500 units at 88 bases. Construction was begun on 
9,000 units by 1957. 


Defense Triad - a group of three weapons systems that was viewed by President Eisenhower at the 
end of the 1950s as the basis for stable deterrence between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. The weapons systems included the B-52 bomber, the Polaris submarine launched 
ballistic missile, and the Minuteman intercontinental ballistic missile. 


Historic American Buildings Survey - a division of the National Park Service, this office 
provides documentation of historically significant buildings, structures, sites, or objects. 
Documentation includes measured drawings, perspective corrected photographs, a written 
history, and field documentation. 


Legacy Program - a preservation program developed by the Department of Defense to identify and 
conserve irreplaceable biological, cultural, and geophysical resources, and to determine how 
to better integrate the conservation of these resources with the dynamic requirements of 
military missions. 


Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty - a multilateral agreement signed by over 100 nations. The 
treaty prohibits nuclear testing underwater, in the atmosphere, and in outer space. It does 
not prohibit underground testing. The Treaty, signed in 1963, aimed to reduce 
environmental damage caused by nuclear testing. 


National Emergency War Order - the war plan kept by the President and other national command 
authorities that directs the function of individual military bases should the nation go to war. 


National Register of Historic Places - a listing, maintained by the Keeper of the Register under 
the Secretary of the Interior, of historic buildings, districts, landscapes, sites, and objects. 


Section 106 - a review process in the National Historic Preservation Act by which effects of an 
undertaking on a historic or potentially historic property are evaluated. 
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GLOSSARY (Continued) 


Section 110 - a requirement in the National Historic Preservation Act that all Federal agencies 
locate, identify, inventory, and nominate to the Secretary of Interior all properties, owned or 
under control of the agency, that appear to qualify for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 


Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty I - signed in 1972, this was the first treaty to actually limit the 
number of nuclear weapons deployed. Anti-ballistic missile systems and strategic missile 
launchers were the weapons systems limited in this agreement. 


Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty П - developed in 1979, this treaty further limited the number of 
nuclear weapons deployed by each side by setting numerically equal limits. The treaty also 
addresses modernization of systems for the first time, allowing development of only one 
new intercontinental ballistic missile. Though this agreement was not signed, due to 
deteriorization of United States and Soviet Union relations in the late 1970s, both sides 
agreed to abide by its terms. 


Strategic Arms Reduction Talks - a series of negotiations in 1982 and 1983 between the United 
States and the Soviet Union that sought to reduce the number of strategic nuclear weapons. 
No agreement was ever reached, primarily because neither side could agree on which 
weapons to reduce. The Soviet Union walked out of the negotiations after the United States 
began deploying Pershing II ballistic missiles and Tomahawk cruise missiles in Western 
Europe in December 1983. 


Vladivostok Accord - signed in 1974, this agreement set new limits on the number of nuclear 
weapons deployed by the United States and the Soviet Union. Unlike the Strategic Arms 
Limitation Treaty I, this agreement set numerically equal limits on the number of nuclear 
weapons deployed by each side. It also limited for the first ите nuclear weapons equipped 
with more than one warhead. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 


Mariah Associates, Inc. (Mariah), under contract with the United States Army Corps of Engineers, 
Fort Worth District, is conducting a reconnaissance inventory of Cold War material culture on 
selected Air Force bases throughout the continental United States and in Panama for the Air 
Combat Command (ACC) (Figure 1.1). As each base is inventoried, a report is completed. Once 
all 27 bases in the study have been inventoried, a final report will be compiled integrating all 
evaluated resources and assessing them for significance at the national level. 

Prior to the initiation of base inventories, Mariah developed a historic context for the Cold War and 
a methodology for assessment of Cold War material culture (Lewis et al. 1995). The historic 
context sets the framework for developing individual base Cold War contexts, evaluating resources, 
and defining significance, and the methodology defines how to conduct the inventory and 
evaluation. Using the historic context, the methodology also defines four temporal phases of the 
Cold War to aid in evaluating resources. The phases are delineated based on significant Cold War 
events and related developments in U.S. government policy and military strategy. The relationship 
of resources to the phases helps to guide research efforts throughout the inventory, evaluation, and 


prioritization processes. The phases are as follows: 


e Phase I- July 1945 to January 1953 


This phase begins with the explosion of the first experimental atomic bomb at Alamagordo, 
New Mexico. This event spurred a period of intense technological experimentation. This 
phase, spanning the Truman administration, represents the inception and perpetuation of 
Cold War propaganda that fueled fear and mistrust of the Soviet Union and significantly 
accelerated the nuclear arms race. 


e Phase П - January 1953 to November 1963 


This phase begins with the Eisenhower administration and is characterized by a continued 
massing of nuclear and conventional forces and an associated explosion in defense 
technology. During this time, deterrence through intimidation was the driving force behind 
the U.S. strategy. With the signing of the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty by Kennedy, 
both superpowers leaned toward a more amiable co-existence, and a condition of detente 
was born. 
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Figure 1.1 Bases Selected for the Air Combat Command Cold War Study. 
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e Phase III - November 1963 to January 1981 


This phase covers the entire era of detente between the superpowers and is characterized by 
multiple attempts at nuclear arms limitation talks and agreements. Strategic Arms 
Limitation Treaty (SALT) I, the Vladivostok Accord, the Anti-Ballistic Missile Protocol, 
and SALT II were all signed by the leaders of the two nations during this phase. 


e Phase IV - January 1981 to November 1989 


This phase begins with the start of President Reagan's administration and ends with the 
opening of the Berlin Wall. This phase is characterized by the massive buildup of military 
forces, triggering new technological developments focused on upgrading and 
modernization, all as a prelude to Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START). Detente was 
replaced with deterrence through intimidation, with a focus on the threat of the Strategic 
Defense Initiative (SDI). 


The overall goal of the Cold War study is to comply with Section 110 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended. Section 110 requires federal agencies to 
inventory cultural resources under their control and evaluate those that are significant or 
potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The reports 
produced by this project will provide a tool for ACC to use in determining which resources are 
eligible for the NRHP, and in selecting a number of these resources to be nominated to the 


NRHP. 


This report is a reconnaissance inventory of Cold War related resources on Nellis Air Force Base 
(AFB) and the associated Cuddeback Gunnery Range (GR). Nellis AFB, a former Tactical Air 
Command (TAC) installation, is one of the bases being evaluated in the attempt to determine the 
extent of ACC Cold War cultural resources nationwide. As described above, a final report will 
synthesize the individual base reports and provide initial management recommendations for 


evaluated resources. 
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2.0 BASE DESCRIPTION 
2.1 CURRENT BASE MISSION 


Units at Nellis AFB today maintain training for composite strike forces that include every type of 
aircraft in the United States Air Force (USAF) inventory, as well as air and ground units of the 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps, and air units from allied nations. The Weapons and Tactics Center 
(WTC) is responsible for graduate-level weapons training for mission-ready aircrews throughout 
the worldwide combat air forces. The base also conducts operational testing and tactical 
development and evaluation using modern weapons systems that equip United States combat air 
forces. The operational element of the center is the 57th Wing. Major units of the wing include the 
57th Operations Group, 57th Test Group, 57th Logistics Group, U.S. Air Force Weapons School, 
U.S. Air Force Demonstration Squadron (the Thunderbirds), U.S. Air Force Combat Rescue 
School, and the 66th Rescue Squadron. 


2.2 GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION 


Nellis AFB is located within the Basin and Range physiographic province in the northeastern 
portion of the Las Vegas Valley. The base is found in the southeastern corner of the state of 
Nevada, approximately 8 mi (12.9 km) northeast of the city of Las Vegas in Clark County (Figure 
2.1). The base itself encompasses 11,496 acres (4,652 ha). The total land area covered by Nellis 
AFB and its restricted ranges is more than 4,742 mi? (12,280 km’). An additional 7,700 mi? (19,941 
km’) of airspace north and east of the restricted ranges is available for military flight operations. 

The climate in the area surrounding Nellis AFB is typical of the southwestern portion of the Basin 
and Range province, with hot temperatures and little moisture due to the valley's proximity to the 


rain shadow of the mountain ranges to the west. 
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Figure 2.1 _ Location of Nellis Air Force Base. 
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Cuddeback GR is located approximately 30 miles north of Victorville in southern California, about 
7 mi east of Highway 395. The range consists of 7,564 acres spread across 11 sections of land, a 


portion of which is located on the dry Cuddeback Lake bed. 


2.3 CURRENT BASE LAYOUT 


Тһе 18 mi? (46 km’) of Nellis AFB land are divided into three areas: Area I contains the main 
base; Area II includes the Munitions Storage Area; and Area III consists of Manch Manor 
housing and an industrial area. The main base occupying Area I is bounded on the north by U.S. 
Highway 91/93 (Las Vegas Boulevard), on the west by Nellis Boulevard, on the south by private 
development, and on the east by Hollywood Boulevard, which is surrounded by open space at the 
base of the Sunrise and Frenchman mountains. Other boundaries are generally defined by a 


perimeter road. 


The main entrance to Area I (Main Gate) is located at the intersection of Las Vegas Boulevard and 
Craig Road. A second entrance, the Hollywood Gate, is located across the runway along the eastern 
edge of Area I. The main area of base buildings occupies an extensive portion of the overall base 
property between U.S. Highway 91/93 and the primary runway, which is aligned northeast- 
southwest. This alignment varies from the typical TAC fighter home base (Figure 2.2), in which 
the secondary runway abuts the flight line and the primary runway is an offshoot, beginning at one 
end of the flight line then running at a tangent away from the main base. Aircraft operations and 
maintenance facilities line the flight line east of Tyndall Avenue, with certain areas devoted to 
specialized training buildings. Near the northern end of the flight line is the Weapons School and 
training maintenance hangars. The RED FLAG training group hangars are located near the 
southern end of the runway with the actual administrative building just across Tyndall. Also 
located on the western side of Tyndall, near the center of the flight line, is the Threat Facility 


academic exhibit building. 
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The remaining lands occupied by Nellis AFB in Area Г are traversed by taxiways, secondary roads, 
and, at either end of the primary runway, clear zones where no development may occur. The 
periphery of Area I adjacent to the perimeter road is lined by housing (primarily mobile home 
parks), the golf course, and ancillary facilities such as the sanitary landfill and fire training areas. 

The typical TAC fighter base exhibits fewer ancillary buildings in these peripheral zones, perhaps 


because of the situation of the primary runway through these areas. 


Area П is located over a mile to the northeast of the main base and is primarily accessed from Area 
I via Forrestal Boulevard off of Highway 91/93. Nestled between Sunrise Mountain and a range of 
foothills, the majority of Area II is defined by an exterior maintenance road and security fence 
system. Interior fences segregate portions of the munitions storage area from the remainder of Area 
II, which houses the Red Horse engineering administrative buildings as well as a federal prison 


facility. 


Area Ш is just northwest of Area I, the two being separated only by Las Vegas Boulevard. Area III 
is bounded by Craig Road on the south and Range Road on the east, the latter connecting Areas I 
and III and also providing access to the small arms rifle range. The North Gate, flanked by a tank 
farm and substation, is located at the intersection of U.S. Highway 91/93 and Range Road. 

Additional tank farms, the Caffarelli Court mobile home complex, and a hazardous waste storage 


area are located further north along Range Road in Area III. 


2.4 BASE LAND USE 


The following is a list of standard TAC land use categories: 


Base Support Facilities - house base support functions and supplies. 
Community - shopping, medical, and family support facilities. 


Family Housing - accommodations for married personnel and families, including temporary 
housing. 


Headquarters - buildings that house administration. 
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Industrial - facilities for the storage of supplies and maintenance operations for base facilities 
and utility systems, and facilities for industrial contractors. 


Mission - areas for the preparation and maintenance of aircraft. 
Recreation - areas used for athletics, camping, and recreational activities. 


Unaccompanied Housing - accommodations for single personnel, temporary personnel, and 


visitors. 


Open Space is another land use type that occurs throughout Air Force bases, however, it is not 
shown specifically on maps in this report. Open space areas are not directly functional but provide 
buffers for base facilities, safety clearances, secure areas, utility easements, and environmentally 


sensitive areas. 


The main base (Area I) land use at Nellis AFB (Figure 2.3) is not entirely analogous to the standard 
plan TAC base (Figure 2.4). First, the headquarters, or Base Operations building, at Nellis AFB is 
located at the extreme northeastern end of the primary runway; in the standard plan, it is situated 
away from the flight line among community, recreation, and housing areas. In addition, mission 
buildings occupy virtually the entire length of the flight line at Nellis AFB, this area on the standard 
plan is shared by both mission and industrial facilities. Industrial buildings at Nellis AFB are 
widely dispersed with some located near the northern end of the flight line and others located in 
Areas II and Ш. Base Support buildings also are widely dispersed within Area I at Nellis AFB. 

Housing locations are similar, being separated from the main flight line area in both cases. 

Recreational areas at Nellis AFB are dispersed, with one large area adjacent to the mission 
buildings at the southern end of the flight line. The community area separates the family housing 
areas from the mission activities, a characteristic which is partially true for the standard TAC base 
plan. Overall, the primary differences between Nellis AFB and the standard plan seem attributable 
to the development of areas on the southern side of the Nellis AFB airfield and the expansion of 


base facilities into Areas II and Ш. 
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Figure 2.4 
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3.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 


3.1 BASE HISTORY AND COLD WAR CONTEXT 


3.1.1 Nellis AFB 


The origins of Nellis AFB date to 1926 when Western Air Express (later Western Air Lines) 
opened an air field from which it operated an airmail and passenger service between Salt Lake City, 
Las Vegas, and Los Angeles. Western Air Express constructed four dirt runways, a water well, and 
a main operations building on the future site of Nellis AFB, located 8 mi (13 km) north of Las 
Vegas in southern Nevada. By 1940, this air field served the only commercial airline for the city of 
Las Vegas (Nellis AFB 1993:16; Office of History 1993:54-55; USAF 1972a; Wing Historian's 
Office 1993:5). 


President Roosevelt expanded national defense in 1936 by creating the Army air program. The new 
U.S. Army Air Corps recommended that several new combat bases be established, and that they be 
located far enough in the interior of the United States that enemy aircraft would have difficulty 
locating them. In determining appropriate sites in the West for the new bases, one potential site in 
Nevada was chosen north of Las Vegas near Tonopah. This site would later become one of Nellis 


AFB's bombing ranges. 


The Army Air Corps had formulated a plan in 1939 that would produce combat ready tactical 
groups in two years. As the number of projected combat groups increased, it was declared by 
General Henry "Hap" Arnold that combat units would require both local practice ranges and 
larger ranges for aerial gunnery and bombing exercises (Office of History 1993:54). In October 
1940, President Roosevelt, with Executive Order 8578, created the Las Vegas Bombing and 
Gunnery Range, located to the north and northwest of Las Vegas and the current base. This 
particular range would later become Nellis Air Force Range (AFR) (USAF 1972b; War 
Department 1946:9). 


Volume П-22: Nellis Air Force Base 13 


Because most of the acreage of the ranges set aside in the West was public domain, mining, 
grazing, and homestead claims had to be adjudicated. This process delayed the use of the land until 
late 1941, and the Army Air Corps looked elsewhere to locate potential sites for future installations. 
The Western Air Express air field drew attention as a desirable location. Major David M. Schlatter 
arrived at the Western air field on October 1, 1940 under orders to locate an ideal site for an aerial 
gunnery school. From his previous surveys, he decided that the Western Air Express site was ideal 
for the gunnery school (Office of History 1993:54-55). The Army Air Corps selected the site for 
the Air Corps Gunnery School, Las Vegas, in December 1940. The Army and the Las Vegas 
Chamber of Commerce mutually agreed that the City of Las Vegas would simultaneously develop 


the air field as a municipal airport (Office of History 1993:55-56). 


Construction of the school proceeded through 1941. The buildings consisted mostly of temporary, 
wood-frame structures. The Air Corps Gunnery School, Las Vegas, was officially established June 
11, 1941. However, on September 15, 1941, the facility was renamed Las Vegas Airfield. The new 
municipal airport was designated McCarran Field in honor of the Nevada senator (Hinds 1976:5-7; 


Mueller 1989:439). 


The air field was renamed Las Vegas Army Gunnery School in 1942, and was finally designated 
Las Vegas Army Airfield in April 1943. The advent of World War II shifted emphasis in gunnery 
training from ground gunnery training to aerial gunnery instruction, and facilities were expanded to 
keep pace with the wartime demand. The air field graduated 600 gunnery students and 215 co- 
pilots every five weeks during the height of World War II. During the latter part of the war, the air 
field also became the site for primary and advanced pilot training. The airfield population peaked 
in 1945 with over 11,000 officers and enlisted personnel, of which 4,700 were students (Hays 
1968:84; Office of History 1993:56-57; Wing Historian's Office 1993:5-6). 


Las Vegas Army Airfield served as a separation center for returning servicemen following the 
surrender of Japan in August 1945. Although several plans were proposed between 1945 and 


1946 for keeping the air field operational, it was deactivated January 31, 1947. The air field 
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served as a standby field for about two years, until reactivation in January 1949 (Hinds 


1976:22-23,26; Office of History 1993:57). 


The world geopolitical situation was still uncertain following the end of World War II, especially 
during 1947-1948 with the unrest in the Balkan region and the Berlin Blockade in Germany, and 
the United States needed its military airpower. Las Vegas Army Airfield still retained those 
characteristics that had made it desirable before World War II, but the newly established USAF did 
not want to reactivate the airfield with joint use by a civilian airport. Air Force officials asked city 
officials to relocate McCarran Field, and the City of Las Vegas, wishing to keep the military facility 
in the area, passed a $750,000 bond issue to construct a new separate airport (Hinds 1976:24-25; 
Office of History 1993:58). 


The newly reactivated Las Vegas AFB became the home of Air Training Command's (ATC) 3595th 
Pilot Training Wing for advanced single engine training. The 3595th Air Base Group was the host 
unit at the base. This training drew attention to the need for a formal school on weaponry principles 
and techniques. The USAF Aircraft Gunnery School was established at the base in May 1949, and 
eventually developed into the present-day USAF Fighter Weapons School. The emphasis on state- 
of-the-art training in a variety of exercises with continually advancing technology allowed the base 
to play a significant role in USAF strategy throughout the remainder of the Cold War (Hinds 
1976:26-28; Wing Historian's Office 1993:6). 


The base was renamed Nellis AFB on April 30, 1950 in honor of First Lieutenant William H. 
Nellis. A Nevada resident from Searchlight, Nellis was a member of the 513th Fighter Squadron 
when he was killed on his 70th mission in Europe over Bastogne, Belgium in 1944 (Hinds 


1976:30; Mueller 1989:439; Office of History 1993:58). 


The outbreak of the Korean War focused the mission at Nellis AFB on fighter gunnery training 
(Hinds 1976:29). Virtually every pilot who flew missions in Korea received final training at 


Nellis AFB. Due to the greater numbers of modern enemy aircraft found in Korea, the training at 
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the base increasingly emphasized air-to-air missions with less emphasis оп air-to-ground 
training. Following the cease-fire in 1953, the mission at Nellis AFB evolved from furnishing 
pilots for immediate front line duty to a peacetime role with greater focus on quality training, 
flying safety, and sound management techniques (Hays 1968:85-86; Hinds 1976:36,39,41; Office 
of History 1993:58). 


Two programs at Nellis AFB played an integral role in advanced USAF training programs during 
the mid-1950s: the Combat Crew Training School and the completion of fighter pilot training, and 
the Fighter Weapons School, which trained instructor pilots and managers to supervise fighter 
weapons programs. Personnel and facilities at Nellis AFB were also called upon to conduct Fighter 
Weapons and Gunnery Meets among USAF units to hone skills learned in the classroom and in the 


air (Hinds 1976:55; Office of History 1993:78). 


Nellis AFB acquired the prestigious Air Demonstration Squadron (Thunderbirds) on June 1, 1956. 
They were designated the 3595th Air Demonstration Flight and assigned to the 3595th Combat 
Crew Training Wing (CCTW) (Hinds 1976:56). The Thunderbirds are still an active squadron at 
Nellis AFB. They perform "precision aerial demonstrations throughout the world to reflect the 
professional skill and capability of the United States Air Force" (Wing Historian's Office 1993:1). 
During a national emergency, the Thunderbirds are very capable of making the transition from 


exhibition to active combat if necessary. 


The Air Force transferred Nellis AFB and the Fighter Weapons School to TAC on July 1, 1958, and 
the 3595th host wing was redesignated as the 4520th CCTW (Tactical Fighter) and its assigned 
units were also redesignated. The Thunderbirds were redesignated as the 4520th Air 
Demonstration Flight, and, in October 1960, they were designated a squadron. The 12th Air Force 
gained operational control of the base and, late in 1958, the F-105 Thunderchief became the 
primary mission aircraft (Hinds 1976:63-64; Office of History 1993:59). 
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The mission at Nellis AFB was augmented with its redesignation to TAC. In addition to its 
original training mission, Nellis AFB was now to "provide support facilities and training as 
required for tactical unit rotational training and to train for and maintain an air defense 
capability . . ." (Hinds 1976:65). ATC, now a tenant at the base, maintained a test, research, and 
development (TR&D) branch at Nellis AFB, and TAC established a similar program in 
February 1959. This latter TR&D program "assisted in the development of all fighter weapons 
systems used by TAC" (Office of History 1993:60). 


During the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, the 4520th CCTW provided TAC with 22 F-105s and 
approximately 100,000 pounds of equipment between October 21 and December 17 to assist in 


preventing the establishment of hostile missile bases in Cuba (Hinds 1976:90-91). 


The mission of the 4520th CCTW and TR&D remained the same during the early 1960s. 
However, the entire training program was overhauled and the whole base structure at Nellis AFB 
was reorganized in 1965. The war in Southeast Asia served as the catalyst for this reorganization 
(Hinds 1976:102). The Fighter Weapons School was reorganized late in 1965 because the 
Combat Analysis Division was moved from TAC Headquarters to the Fighter Weapons School at 
Nellis AFB. The school became a named unit on January 1, 1966 (Hinds 1976:102-03; O'Burke 
1965:5). 


Planning for the Wild Weasel Training program, to be conducted by the 561st Fighter Squadron, 
was initiated in April 1966 and classes began in June. "Wild Weasels," in specially modified 
F-105s and F-4s, were trained to eliminate enemy surface-to-air missiles with air-to-surface 
missiles by homing in on the defender's radar system. This program was very effective in Vietnam. 
Although transferred from Nellis AFB in 1975, the 561st was reassigned to Nellis AFB February 1, 
1993, and is the oldest operational "Wild Weasel" unit still active (Office of History 1993:37,87; 
Wing Historian's Office 1993:2). 
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TAC in the early 1960s required faster and more comprehensive responses from tactical mission 
areas to meet the growing demands of the conflict in Southeast Asia. Therefore, TAC established 


and organized various centers which provided operational expertise and resources. 


Project Sand Dune, a programming plan for the 4520th CCTW, reflected a strategy of flexible 
response (part of the new Kennedy strategic policy) that required multiple global warfare options 
for non-nuclear limited warfare such as that going on in Vietnam. On September 1, 1966, TAC 
programming plan 2066 (based on the concepts outlined in Sand Dune) organized and established 
the Tactical Fighter Weapons Center (TFWC) at Nellis AFB (Mueller 1989:442; O'Burke 1966:6-7; 
Office of History 1993:8-9,14). At Nellis AFB, the center utilized existing resources controlled by 
the 4520th CCTW, especially the Fighter Weapons School (O'Burke 1966:9; Office of History 
1993:6,8). The center was the key institution and command unit at Nellis AFB during the 
remainder of the Cold War period following 1966. 


The commander in charge of the steering committee that produced the plan, Brigadier General 
Frank Everest, succinctly stated that "The importance of this program cannot Бе over- 
emphasized: it is directly in support of the TAC mission and directly related to the war in 
Southeast Asia" (O'Burke 1966:6-7; Office of History 1993:8). The choice of Nellis AFB to 
receive the TFWC was appropriate for a base that had been known as the home of the fighter 


pilot since the Korean War. 


With the inception of TFWC, Nellis AFB became a multi-wing base. The 4520th CCTW 
relinquished its position as the highest echelon of command at the base, and TFWC assumed that 
role. The 4520th Air Demonstration Squadron (Thunderbirds), the 4520th CCTW, and the 4525 
Fighter Weapons Wing (FWW) were all assigned to TFWC, and the 4525th FWW took over the 
Fighter Weapons School. 


Volume П-22: Nellis Air Force Base 18 


The 4520th Combat Support Group became the host unit to "operate and maintain Nellis AFB in 
support of the USAF Tactical Fighter Weapons Center and assigned or attached organizations" 
(O'Burke 1966:1-3,11-12). In addition, 


The Center became the central authoritative agency fully knowledgeable in the 
employment of USAF tactical fighter forces worldwide. The Center commander 
reported directly to the Commander Tactical Air Command for the conduct of all 
assigned test operations . . . (Hays 1968:87; Office of History 1993:14-16). 


The 474th Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) was assigned to the TFWC at Nellis AFB in January 1968 
and assumed base host responsibilities, and the 4520th CCTW was discontinued. 


The 57th FWW was assigned to the TFWC October 15, 1969. On February 1, 1970, the base was 
officially reorganized. Responsibility for the base was transferred from the 474th TFW back to the 
TFWC and the 57th FWW. This restored the base structure to much the same alignment as that in 
1966-1968 (Hinds 1970:3-4). The 57th FWW assumed base host responsibilities, and is currently 
the host unit at Nellis AFB. The 474th TFW was deactivated 30 September 1989, as part of the 
Base Realignment and Closure Act (Office of History 1993:27). 


Nellis AFB began to host realistic combat exercises during the mid-1970s to prepare air and ground 
forces from all the U.S. military services and Allied/NATO countries for real war should the 
situation arise. These exercises, called RED FLAG, originated from the realization, through the 
Vietnam War, that USAF pilots lacked realistic combat training. A study of loss rates indicated 
that a pilot's survivability rate increased significantly after 10 combat sorties. From this bloody 
"lesson learned," the Air Force and TFWC established RED FLAG. "This . . . exercise provides a 
pilot with his first (еп... sorties in the most realistic combat flying training environment anywhere 
in the world" (Office of History 1993:10-11). The first RED FLAG exercise was conducted in 
November 1975 (Mueller 1989:442). 


The TFWC and the 57th FWW controlled all flying operations at Nellis AFB, including the RED 


FLAG training exercises. These exercises duplicated predicted combat situations by pitting blue 
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forces against red forces and utilizing a variety of simulated Soviet air-to-air and ground-to-air 
threats coupled with real and simulated ground targets to accomplish the goal of a realistic combat 
scenario (Nellis AFB 1993:7-8; Shoemaker 1981:12). These exercises are currently coordinated by 
the 414th Training Squadron at Nellis AFB. 


The 554th Operations Support Wing was activated and assigned to TFWC on March 1, 1980, to 
assist in these exercises (Office of History 1993:24). The 554th Support Group "provides logistics 
and support functions for Nellis and Indian Springs Air Force Auxiliary Field" (Nellis AFB 1992). 
Within the 554th Support Group is the 554th Range Squadron which "develops, operates, and 
maintains all range facilities and threat simulators to provide a realistic combat environment for 
aircrew training and testing" (Nellis AFB 1992; 1993:10-11). The 547th Adversary Threat 


Squadron continues to provide 


intelligence support to the USAF Weapons and Tactic Center; provides intelligence on 
adversary threat capabilities to support tactics analysis, test and evaluation, instructional 
functions and training exercises . . . ; continually evaluates and defines the threat to 
combat air forces focusing on foreign tactics employment; and develops threat training 
programs of instruction for aircrews, intelligence and support personnel (Nellis AFB 
1993). 


Nellis AFB continued to provide TAC with the best fighter pilots, proven weapons systems, and 
refined warfare tactics during the 1980s. The facilities at Nellis AFB provided training and 
coursework by proficient instructors; pilots then utilized that knowledge in realistic war exercises 
staged at the ranges near Nellis AFB to perfect the tactics and doctrine espoused by TAC. Since the 
Vietnam conflict, the training programs at Nellis AFB have distinctly shifted away from combat 
crew training toward the more advanced fighter weapons instructor and electronic warfare courses. 
During the military buildup of the Reagan years, Nellis AFB was responsible for the activation and 
readiness of the first F-117A Stealth fighter unit. These exercises were conducted over the ranges 
controlled by Nellis AFB. As of June 5, 1992, following the reorganization of the USAF, the 
creation of ACC, and the assignment of Nellis AFB to this new command, the TFWC was renamed 


the WTC. However, the flight and combat training mission of the WTC remained the same. 
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3.1.2 Auxiliary Air Fields and Ranges 


The Nellis Range Complex, also known as the Nellis Bombing and Gunnery Range, consists of 
approximately 3,000,000 acres (1,214,100 ha) of land set aside exclusively for military use. The 
origins of the complex date to October 29, 1940, when President Roosevelt signed Executive 
Order 8578 creating the Las Vegas Bombing and Gunnery Range (Office of History 1993:54; 
USAF 1972b). On August 25, 1941, a federal judge condemned 983,040 acres (397,836 ha) of 
land in Nye County and signed an order giving possession to the United States for a five year 
period. This tract of land was named the Tonopah Bombing Range. These two tracts of land 
were the beginning of the current Nellis Range Complex. In September 1941, President 
Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8954 that set aside 68,533 acres (27,735 ha) of public domain 
for machine gun ranges just 10 days before the American entry into World War II (Hinds 
1976:10; Office of History 1993:63). Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9019 on 
January 12, 1942, amending the acreage withdrawn for military use to 3,200,000 acres 
(1,295,040 ha). Since 1942, the Nellis Ranges have undergone a series of executive orders, 
public land orders, and civil suits. These legal actions combined have dealt with local grazing 
issues, the wild horse refuge, the Desert Game Range and mountain sheep habitat, additional land 
sought by the Atomic Energy Commission (now the Department of Energy) for the Nevada Test 
Site, and other land exchanges too numerous to mention in this report (USAF 1972b). Control of 
the ranges was transferred to the TFWC to support its mission, which included pilot training, 


weapons delivery, and war exercises. 


The air field at Indian Springs, located 48 mi (77 km) north of Las Vegas and just off U.S. Highway 
95, dates to World War II. In January 1942, a training camp was established at Indian Springs to 
facilitate air-to-air gunnery practice on the Tonopah Range. Three dirt runways and nearby dry lake 
beds created such a dust problem that the camp was abandoned in March. In July 1942, 
construction of buildings, roads, runways, taxiways, and utilities began, and the Indian Springs sub- 


post was completed in February 1943 (Hinds 1976: 9,15-16; Nellis AFB 1993:17; 
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USAF 1972c). With the end of the war in 1945 and the cessation of air-to-air training, the sub-post 
was deactivated in December 1945 (Hinds 1976:23-24). 


Indian Springs AFB was reactivated by the 3595th Installations Squadron during the Korean War 
in October 1950. Its mission was "to provide adequate ranges and facilities for the training of 
Fighter Gunnery Students" (Hinds 1976:31; Office of History 1993:72; USAF 1972c). The base 
had grown to 1,652 acres (668 ha) by March 1952 and was busy training crews in air-to-air 
tactics. The base was transferred from ATC to Air Research and Development Command 
(ARDC) in July 1952, but ATC remained in control of the Tonopah Range. The base was then 
transferred from ARDC to TAC in April 1961 and was redesignated as an auxiliary field 
April 1, 1964 (USAF 1972c; 1994:5). The mission of Indian Springs Auxiliary Air Field during 
the 1970s and 1980s under the 57th Combat Support Squadron was the construction and 
maintenance of targets, maintenance of roads, and cleanup of the range areas. Currently it serves 
in other capacities as well: as an emergency airfield for aircraft with malfunctioning high 
explosive ordnance; as a practice field for the Thunderbirds; as a training base for aircraft to 
alleviate congestion at Nellis AFB; as a support field for RED FLAG exercises; and as a support 
field for the current USAF Desert Warfare Training Center (USAF 1972c; 1994:9). Indian 
Springs Auxiliary Air Field played an important role during the Cold War era in supporting the 


training mission at Nellis AFB. 


Area II is primarily a munitions storage facility consisting of over 100 storage igloos (USAF 
1972a). The area is also home to the 57th Maintenance Squadron, which provides munitions 
handling in support of the combat mission, the 896th Aviation Depot Squadron, and the 820th Red 
Horse Civil Engineering Squadron (CES). A minimum security federal prison also occupies the 


premises under agreement with the Air Force (Nellis AFB 1993:17). 


Area II was known as Lake Mead Base until 1969 and functioned as a munitions storage area for 
the U.S. Navy. During the early 1950s, this area originally consisted of 15,014 acres (6,076 ha). 
It was permitted from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to the Army Corps of Engineers 
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and utilized by the Defense Atomic Support Agency. Because defense agencies could not hold 
real property, the Navy carried the property on its inventory. Between 1954-1956, 6,999 acres 
(2,832 ha) were no longer required and this acreage was relinquished to the Department of the 
Interior leaving 8,015 acres (3,244 ha). Lake Mead Base was transferred to the Air Force by 
permit September 30, 1969. Although permits have been renewed by the BLM to the Air Force, 
the permitting process is on-going between the BLM and the Corps of Engineers (USAF 
1991:1-3). 


3.1.3 Cuddeback GR 


Cuddeback GR was originally established by the U.S. Army in the 1940s as an artillery training 
range. Records are unclear when the property was turned over to George AFB, but it appears 
sometime in the 1950s. The USAF and Navy utilized Cuddeback GR as an air to ground GR for 
pilot proficiency training. Pilots trained at dropping a wide variety of practice ordnance including 
conventional and nuclear weapons. A description of the training ordnance that was used at 


Cuddeback GR can be found in USAF 1992. 


The only documented use of the dry Cuddeback Lake bed is a letter agreement dated 
September 1961 between Edwards AFB Flight Test Center and George AFB to designate the dry 
lake bed as an emergency landing strip for the X-15 project. Documents indicate that landing 
markers were erected but there are no records that the lake bed was ever used for that purpose 


(USAF 1992). 


In 1982, the Cuddeback GR was officially deactivated and has not been maintained or monitored 
since that time. Control of the range was transferred to Nellis AFB in approximately 1993 after 
George AFB was closed. Because of significant concerns about trespassing, vandalism, and 
public safety, Nellis AFB authorized the razing and removal of all existing buildings and 
structures, including the water well and underground storage tanks, from Cuddeback GR in 1994. 


Due to the long history of bombing and gunnery practice at the range, a significant amount of 
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ordnance still exists at the target portion of the range. The Air Force does not currently plan to 
utilize the range and Nellis AFB personnel are evaluating what actions are required to return 
control of the property to the Bureau of Land Management. However, due to the extensive 
amount of munitions located at the range, the high estimated cost to decontaminate the range, and 
the documented presence of the endangered Desert Tortoise at the range, there are no immediate 


plans for any new actions at the Cuddeback GR. 


3.2 BASE DEVELOPMENT 


Construction activity throughout the years tried to keep pace with the expansion related to World 
War II, Korea, and the increased importance of Nellis AFB as a training base for fighter pilots 
(Figure 3.1). The first construction by the Merrill Corporation consisted of 173 temporary, frame 
clapboard buildings. These included, among others: barracks, supply rooms, mess facilities, 
administration buildings, a fire station, guard house, post exchange, theater, warehouse, clinic, post 
office, chapel, and the training and operations buildings. Other firms were contracted to complete 
electrical systems, runway lighting, a repair hangar, and the clearing, grading and paving of 
runways. The Peabody Construction Company constructed the original 500 ft (152 m) runway by 
September 1941. As was the case with most World War II construction, the buildings were of 
temporary design, and "the idea that the installation might be needed on a permanent basis never 


occurred to anyone" (Hinds 1976:6-7). 


Construction at the base continued during 1942-1944.  Fifty-three additional barracks were 
constructed for cadets, enlisted men, and officers. Numerous other buildings were built as well to 
further the operational status of the base: mess halls, post headquarters, operations building, post 
exchanges, motor repair shop, an armament maintenance building, and additions to the base 


hospital (Hinds 1976:16). 


Congress passed the Wherry-Spence Act in August 1949; this helped to alleviate the housing 


shortage as well as to upgrade the quality of housing for married personnel (Armstrong 
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Figure 3.1 Nellis Air Force Base, 1940s. 
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1976:630-31). The Nellis housing project (currently Nellis Terrace) was approved under the 
auspices of the Wherry Act, and 400 units were completed by early 1952 at an average cost of 
$10,000 each (Figure 3.2). Although an additional 400 Wherry homes were completed by 1954, 
the base did not actually gain possession of the 800 houses from the contractor until 1958 (Hinds 
1976:32,47,68; Mueller 1989:442; USAF 1972a). Additional 1954 construction on the base 
included two 1,000 ft (304 m) extensions to the runways and three new taxiways, 
communications and navigational facilities, and two maintenance hangars (Hinds 1976:46-47; 


Mueller 1989:442). 


Construction continued apace during 1955-1956. A laundry, squadron operations building, 
parachute shop, officers' mess, and additions to the commissary were completed in 1955. 
Three squadron operations buildings, two maintenance hangars, a cold storage building, five 
senior officers' quarters, and a golf driving range were completed in 1956. A contract was 
awarded in March 1956 for an additional 395 housing units to be built adjacent to the base 
(Hinds 1976:53,58). 


Congress passed the Capehart Amendment to the National Housing Act in August 1955; this act 
permitted the expansion of Wherry housing. Construction of further government housing at Nellis 
AFB commenced 21 August 1958, and 200 units were completed 12 February 1960. This housing 
complex, located in Area III, was dedicated Manch Manor in honor of Lt. Colonel Jacob E. Manch 
who was killed in а 1958 plane crash. АП the streets in the complex were named after deceased 
officers and airmen who had died in the line of duty (Armstrong 1976:633; Hinds 1976:69; Mueller 
1989:442). 


Extensive construction projects were conducted between 1960-1965 and focused primarily on 
eliminating "a living monument to the World War П camp building program" and transforming 
Nellis AFB into a modern air base (Hinds 1976:82) (Figure 3.3). A jet engine inspection and repair 


shop was completed in 1960, and plans were finalized for a new base hospital and chapel. 








Figure 3.3 
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A TAC Intelligence School, Radar Prediction Center, and a F-105 Diagnostic Center were 
established the following year (Hinds 1976:82-83). 


In 1962, two enlisted men's barracks, a dining hall, and ammunition and auto maintenance 
buildings were completed. The first half of 1963 witnessed the completion of base storage 
facilities, a combat operations center, airmen's dining hall, recreation workshop, gymnasium, a 
supply and equipment warehouse, and swimming pools. The base chapel was completed in April 
1963. Buildings and facilities completed during the last half of 1963 included: a new control tower 
that replaced the vintage World War II tower, a fire station, four aircraft weapons calibration 
shelters, eight aircraft maintenance docks, a helicopter pad, an addition to the parachute and dingy 
repair shop, and base ammunition storage and small arms storage buildings. Work commenced on 
the new base hospital in 1963, and it was completed in May 1965 (Hinds 1976:92-93; Mueller 
1989:442; Office of History 1993:86). 


Construction continued at Nellis AFB as the old buildings and facilities gave way to the new. 

Between 1964-1966, the Apex obstruction light annex, shops, warehouses, an electrical power 
station building, and base service station were completed. A bowling alley, commissary building, 
and nine-hole golf course were also completed during this time frame (Hinds 1976:94; Office of 


History 1993:15). 


Construction at Nellis proceeded into the 1970s. The TFWC was under construction in 1969 and 
dedicated 8 December 1972, in honor of Major Joseph W. Howard. A new, 21,000 ft (1,981 m^) 
gymnasium was completed earlier the same year (Office of History 1993:18-19). Other projects 
completed by 1972 or proposed for completion in 1973 included an aircraft parking apron, new 
control tower, and avionics shop. Planned construction for fiscal year 1973 included: an airmen's 
dormitory, an air conditioned airmen's dining hall, sewage treatment and disposal facility, an 
addition to the service club, and family housing. The additional nine-hole golf course and 
clubhouse improvements were also completed in March 1972 (USAF 1972a). In 1974, the new 


Nellis Recreation Center and base pool were opened to base personnel and families, and 
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construction began on dormitories near the main gate that would accommodate over 300 people. In 


1978, a contract was awarded to build a new base commissary (Office of History 1993:20,23). 


New buildings and facilities continued to be proposed and built at Nellis AFB during the last 
decade of the Cold War. The Range Control Center was completed March 1981. The new RED 
FLAG facility began operations in July of 1984. The new Fighter Weapons School building was 
completed in August 1984 which nearly doubled the available classroom space. The base library 


was also opened in the renovated Base Recreation Center in 1984 (Office of History 1993:24-25). 


Construction continued unabated at Nellis AFB into the 1990s and is on-going at present. The 
new officers' club was completed and officially opened March 9, 1990, and the new Nellis Air 
Traffic Control Tower began operations October 6 the same year. The Nellis Federal Prison 
Camp, located in Area II, was dedicated December 12, 1990. The old dormitories were 
renovated to accommodate prisoners and provide for administrative functions (Office of History 


1993:27-28). 


Prior to deactivation, Cuddeback GR was composed of two concrete block buildings that were used 
for sleeping quarters, officers' space, kitchen, and common areas for the personnel who operated 
and maintained the range. There were also three prefabricated metal buildings used for vehicle 
maintenance and as a fire station. Three range towers used for spotting targets, a water well, and a 
small asphalt runway were also present. АП of these buildings and structures have since been razed 
and removed. According to available records, no buildings or structures were ever constructed on 


the dry lake bed portion of the Cuddeback GR. 
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4.0 METHODOLOGY 


The methodology for the reconnaissance inventory of Nellis AFB was developed to help ACC 
meets its requirements under Section 110 of the NHPA, namely, to ensure that resources which are 
potentially eligible for inclusion in the NRHP are identified. To this end, the reconnaissance 
inventory consisted of two major tasks: an overall inventory and an evaluation of important 


resources. 


4.1 INVENTORY 


The first major task was an overall inventory of base material culture resources that typify the base 
and the base's mission as it relates to the Cold War era. The purpose of this inventory is to record 
the range of resources extant on the base, regardless of age, function, or importance. The resources 
were catalogued in an inventory log, identified on a base layout map, and documented with black- 


and-white 35 mm photographs. 


The Department of Defense (DoD) Legacy Program outlines three general categories under which 
Cold War resources may be included: real property, personal property, and records/documents 
(USAF 1993:3-4). These categories divide the extant resources for ease in management. Real 
property includes buildings, structures, sites, and landscapes. Objects has been added as a fifth type 
of real property resource to accommodate USAF owned items that do not fall under the other 
categories. Personal property may include such items as relics of battle or other military activity, 
weapons, clothing, flags, or other moveable objects. Records/documents pertains to documents and 
objects that may provide a record of the past but are not necessarily associated with real property. 
Specifically, these may include photographs, videotapes, manuscripts, books, reports, newspapers, 


maps, oral histories, or architectural drawings (DoD 1993:13). 


This organizational scheme is used in defining the inventoried resources and is present throughout 


the remainder of this report to help understand the resources and for use in management. 
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4.2 EVALUATION OF IMPORTANT RESOURCES 


As part of the reconnaissance inventory of Nellis AFB, certain inventoried resources were 
selected for documentation and evaluation. Selection was based on the importance of the 
resource to the base and the base's role in the Cold War, and the importance of the resource 
within the national context of the Cold War. The basis for selection and the standards for 
evaluation are discussed in detail in the historic context and methodology designed for this 
project (Lewis et al. 1995). Resource selection procedures are detailed in the field guide 
designed to standardize the procedures used in the field (Lewis and Higgins 1994). The 
evaluations focus on determining the importance of the selected resources, both within the 
context of the Cold War and in regard to NRHP criteria, and the integrity of the selected 
resources. These three values are necessary to establish the significance of a resource and for 


examining its potential eligibility to the NRHP (see Section 9.0). 
4.2.1 Documentation 


The evaluated resources at Nellis AFB were documented using a recording form designed 
specifically for the ACC Cold War study. A Property Management Form was completed for each 
evaluated resource, detailing information regarding resource identification, description, integrity, 
location, reference information, property type group and subgroup, association with the base's Cold 


War context, evaluation of importance, and management recommendations. 


4.2.2 Evaluation of Importance 


4.2.2.1 Cold War Context 


Evaluation of a resource within that resource's historic context ensures an understanding of its 
role and helps in making comparisons among similar resources. However, evaluating the 


importance of resources within the Cold War era is hindered by two issues: (1) a lack of 
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historical perspective due to the recent origin of the resources; and (2) an absence of data for 
comparative evaluation due to the lack of completed Cold War studies. Tools currently available 
to guide evaluation of Cold War resources include standard federal legislative stipulations, as 
well as guidance provided by the Legacy Program, the National Park Service (NPS) Interagency 


Resources Division, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP). 


Generally, resources are considered for their importance to American history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, or culture. To be considered important within the historic context of the 
Cold War, resources must possess value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the Cold War 
heritage of the United States. A resource must be associated with critical aspects or persons of the 
Cold War, corresponding to the four temporal phases established in the historic context. These 
aspects include policy and strategy, technology, architectural and engineering design, and social 
impacts. The importance of the resources within one or more of these aspects is addressed in the 


evaluations. 


4.2.2.2 NRHP Criteria 


The historical importance of the resources is also presented in relation to four NRHP criteria. The 
criteria are very similar to the four aspects of the Cold War listed above. These criteria, adapted by 


the USAF Interim Guidance (USAF 1993) to meet the needs of Cold War studies, are as follows: 


a) portray a direct association with events that have made a significant contribution to, are 
directly identified with, or outstandingly represent the broad national pattern of U.S. 
history and aid in understanding that pattern; 


b) portray a direct and important association with the lives of persons nationally significant 
in U.S. Cold War history; 


c) embody the characteristics of an architectural, engineering, technological, or scientific 
type specimen valuable for understanding a component of U.S. Cold War history or 
representing some great idea or ideal of U.S. citizenry embodying the Cold War; 
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d) have yielded or be likely to yield information of importance to United States Cold War 
history. 


4.2.2.3 Exceptional Importance 


The evaluation of importance for Cold War resources is more complex than the evaluation process 
for older resources. Generally, resources must be 50 years of age or older in order to be considered 
eligible for NRHP listing. This age criterion, although arbitrary, was established to ensure that the 
passage of time has been of a significant duration to allow an adequate perspective for evaluating 
the true historical importance of a resource. This ensures that the NRHP is truly a listing of 
historically significant resources, not those that are simply trendy or of fleeting importance (NPS 


1990). 


However, when the requirements for NRHP eligibility were developed, exceptions were made for 
resources that are not yet 50 years old. Listing of recently significant properties is allowed if they 


are of exceptional importance. 


A number of tools are useful in determining exceptional importance. For this study, a historic 
context of the Cold War was developed for determining exceptional importance (Lewis et al. 
1995). The historic context refers to all of those historic circumstances and factors surrounding 
the Cold War, and the effect of the Cold War on the USAF and its properties. Evaluation of a 
resource within this historic context ensures an understanding of its role and helps in making 
comparisons among similar resources. A final consideration is that the more recently a property 
has achieved importance, generally the more difficult it is to demonstrate exceptional importance 


(NPS 1990). 


4.2.3 Evaluation of Integrity 


Integrity is defined as retaining enough physical presence to enable a resource to communicate its 


importance. Authenticity of a resource's historical identity, evidenced by the survival of physical 
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characteristics that existed during the resource's historical period, is critical to integrity. If a 
property retains the physical characteristics it possessed in the past, then it has the capacity to 


convey the association that makes it important (NPS 1991:44). 


In terms of historic resources, there are seven attributes of integrity that are important: location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Survival of these attributes 
enables a property to maintain a direct link with the past and convey the relationship making it 
historically important (ACHP 1991). However, if an attribute does not directly affect the 
characteristics making the resource important, the lack of integrity in that attribute may not preclude 
intact integrity for the resource as a whole. It is therefore necessary to decide what characteristics 
of a resource contribute to its importance, not only to establish its level of integrity, but also to aid 


in decisions about what alterations would damage that integrity. 


4.2.4 Priority Matrix 


As part of the documentation and evaluation process, a priority matrix was completed for each 
evaluated resource. This matrix calculates the urgency for further attention recommended for a 
resource. The higher the priority matrix score, the higher the priority for management attention to 
that resource. These judgements regarding resource priority should be viewed as a management 


tool rather than a ranking of importance. 


The matrix calculation is a combination of the importance of the resource within the Cold War 
context, the integrity of the resource, and any threats posed to the resource. There are six topics 
under which an evaluated resource is ranked. The first is the strength of the relationship between 
the resource and the role the base played in the Cold War. The second topic ranks the 
relationship of the resource to the four aspects of the Cold War: policy and strategy, technology, 
architectural and engineering design, and social impacts. The third ranking is the relationship 
between the resource and the four temporal phases. The fourth topic figures the level of 


contextual importance of the resource. The fifth is the percentage of remaining historic fabric, or 
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integrity, of the resource. Finally, the sixth topic ranks the severity of existing threats to the 


resource. 


4.2.5 Resource Organization 


The USAF Interim Guidance (USAF 1993) refers to resources as property types and suggests 
five property type groups, with associated subgroups, that may adequately characterize extant 
Cold War resources. These groupings are based on functional descriptions and are another way 
of organizing the resources. This grouping scheme was adapted by Mariah for use in this study. 
It is applied to the evaluated resources for use in management and is used throughout the 


remainder of this report to organize the evaluated resources. 


4.3 BASE SPECIFIC METHODS 


The Mariah field team arrived at Nellis AFB on May 24, 1994 and met with point of contact Mr. 
Eric Watkins of the Natural and Cultural Resources office. The team was informed that their 
visit began during a period of training exercises, thus scheduling during the first week would be 
difficult. The team discussed the Cold War project with Mr. Watkins and Mr. Jim Pedrick and 
set a proposed itinerary for the visit, which included a visit to Areas II and III. Information on 
previous surveys at the base was gathered. The team then visited Dr. Cate Wilman, WTC 
Historian, and informed her of project methodology and goals. Dr. Wilman assisted the team 
with understanding the base history and operations, then referred the team to the Public Affairs 
Office where they briefly explained their project to Sgt J.C. Marcom, Public Affairs Officer, and 
collected brochures describing the base. Sgt Marcom set a time with the team to tour the 


flightline in the secured areas and photograph representative and important properties. 


The team spent the afternoon of May 24 visiting the other offices on base where information 
would be gathered. They met with Stan Fuller in the Civil Engineering drawing room and briefly 


perused the engineering drawing files to estimate the time needed to record them. The team then 
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met with Judy Pace and Joe Lepore, Real Property Specialists in the Real Property Office to 
discuss scheduling for accessing real property cards. These two offices were visited 
intermittently by the team between May 24 and June 7, to record records/documents and to 
gather information from property cards and maps for the evaluated resources. The remainder of 


the first day on base was spent taking photos of inventoried resources in unsecured base areas. 


On May 25, Mr. Pedrick escorted the team to Areas II and Ш. At the latter, photographs were 
completed. Area II, however, required additional security escorts because a portion of that area has 
been converted to a federal prison facility. А tour for Area П was rescheduled for May 31, and 
photographs in that area were completed on that day. On May 26, Sgt Marcom escorted the team 
on the tour of the flight line in secured areas. Photographs were taken to document the range of 
flight line resources. He also assisted with a brief base tour, identifying the resources outside the 
flight line that he believed could contribute to our Cold War study. Photographs of examples of 
property types and important resources outside the flight line were taken without an escort for the 


remainder of the day. 


After sending security information through the appropriate channels, the team toured the Threat 
Facility on June 1, as part of a larger group tour of U.S. Marines. Other facilities visited included 
the Thunderbird Hangar and Museum and Dr. Cate Wilman's office, where an intensive inventory 
of WTC historical information was completed. The base visit ended on June 7, with the team 


taking a few additional photographs of some of the evaluated resources. 


On June 7, 1995, Scott W. Kamber of Mariah conducted a review at Nellis AFB of all available 
records concerning the Cuddeback GR. On June 8, he was escorted to Cuddeback GR for 
reconnaissance by Mr. Roger Christensen, Hazardous Waste Compliance Specialist at Nellis AFB 


in charge of the decontamination project at the range. 
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5.0 RECONNAISSANCE INVENTORY RESULTS 


During the reconnaissance inventory of Nellis AFB and Cuddeback GR, 194 resources were 
inventoried. Appendix A lists the inventoried resources and Appendix B shows their location on 


the base. Photographs of inventoried resources are presented in Appendix C. 
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6.0 EVALUATION RESULTS 


Ten resources were evaluated at Nellis AFB, five of them falling under the DoD category of real 
property and five under records/documents. Each resource is discussed below in terms of its 
history, integrity, and importance. The narratives are organized by USAF property type group and 
subgroup. The prioritization of the evaluated resources is presented in Table 6.1, organized by 
property type group and subgroup, and in Table 6.2, organized in order of priority. The detailed 
documentation for each of the evaluated resources is presented in Appendix D. Due to the nature of 
the base and its resources, and the missions associated with these resources, access to some of the 
evaluated buildings could not be secured. In those instances, documentation describing any 
changes to the buildings was consulted to provide insight into the integrity of the buildings 


interiors. 

6.1 OPERATIONS AND SUPPORT INSTALLATIONS 

6.1.1 Base and Command Centers 

6.1.1.1 Command Center (Resource No. 6001, Real Property No. 620) 


The WTC Headquarters accommodates the staff offices of the various organizations that comprise 
the WTC. The WTC is one of three remaining Command Centers in the United States responsible 
for localized, specific mission areas vital to the Air Force. These centers were established during 
the 1960s to meet the growing demands of overseas conflicts during that portion of the Cold War 
period. The WTC was formerly named the TFWC between its inception and the reorganization of 


the Air Force in 1992 under ACC. 


The WTC Headquarters is a permanent, three-story building constructed in 1969 entirely of 
reinforced concrete with a built-up roof. Original square footage was 21,560 (2,003 m^) with an 


immediate addition of 10,836 ft (1,006 па”), Гог a total square footage of 32,396 (3,009 m^). The 
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Table 6.1 Evaluated Resource Prioritization by Air Force Group and Subgroup. 








Real DoD Priority 
Resource Property Resource Matrix 
Air Force Group and Subgroup Property Type No. No. Category — Score* 
Operations and Support Installations 
Base and Command Command Center 6001 620 Real/Bldg 19 
Centers 
Documentation Documentary Collection 6188 None  RecDoc/Obj 17 
Documentation Documentary Collection 6189 None  RecDoc/Obj 18 
Documentation Documentary Collection 6191 None  RecDoc/Obj 17 
Documentation Documentary Collection 6196 None  RecDoc/Obj 14 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems 
Documentation Photograph Collection 6190 None  RecDoc/Obj 19 
Maintenance Maintenance Hangar 6051 292 Real/Bldg 20 
Docks/Hangars 
Training Facilities 
Combat Training RED FLAG Facility 6066 201 Real/Bldg 18 
Combat Training Threat Facility Collection 6072 None Real/ ОБ) 21 
Combat Training Weapons School 6130 282 Real/ Bldg 17 


* Scale ranges from 1 to 24 
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Table 6.2 Evaluated Resource Prioritization by Priority Rank. 








z | ath ——_ 
Total Score 
for Resource Real Property 
Priority Matrix No. No. Property Type 
21 6072 None Threat Facility Collection 
20 6051 292 Maintenance Hangar 
19 6001 620 Conunand Center 
19 6190 None Photograph Collection 
18 6066 201 RED FLAG Facility 
18 6189 None Documentary Collection 
17 6130 282 Weapons School 
17 6188 None Documentary Collection 
17 6191 None Documentary Collection 


14 6196 None Documentary Collection 
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building is clearly identified by a large exterior sign, and landscaping includes a series of groomed 
trees and a relatively large front yard area. A circular drive allows direct access to the front door of 
the building. Exterior stairways are on either end of the building, and a bomb shelter is located 
subsurface. The headquarters building, located near the main base entrance, has housed the WTC 


since its construction, just three years after the Command Center's inception. 


The headquarters building exhibits intact external integrity. Access to all of the building was not 
obtained, thus visual assessment of the entire building's interior integrity was not possible. 

However, the real property card for the building indicates that no major renovations have occurred, 
and the building has been used only for the WTC since it was constructed, thus interior integrity is 


also determined to be intact. 


This Command Center is exceptionally important to the base and national Cold War contexts. It 
exemplifies the flight and combat training mission of the base and the importance of fighter 
capability to the nation during the Korean and Vietnam Wars, and for any future war in Southeast 
Asia. The Center provided the nation's premier flight and combat training, and provided this 
training not only to all four branches of the U.S. military, but also to pilots of other friendly nations. 
The importance of this building is exhibited in its combined characteristics, such as reinforced 
concrete construction, a bomb shelter, and formal landscaping, typical of a significant 
administration center during the Cold War period. The WTC Headquarters fulfilled this 
exceptional role during Phases III and IV of the Cold War era, and meets NRHP criterion (a). 
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6.1.2 Documentation 


6.1.2.1 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6188, Located in Real Property No. 812) 


This documentary collection is located in the Civil Engineering drawing room, which is secured, 
and contains two cabinets of flat files with a total of 20 drawers. This collection includes numerous 
historical maps, original base master layouts, and construction and utility project maps of Nellis 
AFB, Indian Springs Auxiliary Air Field, and other related facilities. The maps and drawings are of 
paper, linen, mylar, vellum, and blue line. Topographic maps, aerial photographs, Government 


Land Office maps, standard photographs, and archaeological survey maps are present as well. 


The flat file collections span the decades from the 1940s to 1990s, including all the Cold War 
periods, and provide information on several topics. Some of the maps in the flat files that are most 
pertinent to the Cold War period include the following: (1) maps that immediately pre-date the 
Cold War including a 1943 Government Land Office map and a 1943 Air Force Flexible Gunnery 
School Fire Reporting Telephone/Ruby Globe locational map for "Las Vegas Airport;" (2) maps 
from Phase I, including miscellaneous base surveys from 1945, original utility plans from the 
1940s-1950s on linen and paper, and a 1949 Indian Springs layout; (3) maps from Phase II, 
including a 1953 ordnance storage map, a 1955 Las Vegas Bombing & Gunnery Range map, a 
1957 map of Tonopah Air Force Station, and a map dated June 9, 1959 titled "USAF Special World 
Aeronautical Chart" that covers southern Nevada, southern California, southwestern Utah, 
northwestern Arizona, and Mexico and has Lake Mead 405-S labeled; (4) maps from Phase Ш, 
including a 1967 Nellis AFB master plan, a 1969 base map, and a 1973 mylar range operation map; 
and (5) a set of 80, 1"-100” scale aerial photographs of the base and surrounding facilities (some are 


processed and others are large negatives). 


In addition to the flat files, the drawing room contains cabinets with individual building 


specifications in hanging files, all of which are locked. There are 23 cabinets total: 19 are 
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arranged by real property number, two are labeled "Master Plan Files" and contain utility mylars 
from at least the 1980s, another is labeled "Area II", and the last includes master plans for 
projects by fiscal year from 1987-1993. In the corner of the room are a few rolled maps in 
wooden floor cabinets, the most significant being a roll of original ink on linen utility plans from 


1944-1945. 


These files include numerous maps and photographs that are a valuable source of information 
regarding base development and history. In general, the resources are kept in a secure, climate 
controlled room. The older, more fragile ones are not being preserved separately, and some have 


been torn through use. 


6.1.2.2 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6189, Located in Real Property No. 812) 


The Real Property Office, located in the Civil Engineering building, maintains a collection of 
historical resources. These include books, maps, photographs, aerial photographs, and brochures 
pertaining to Nellis AFB and its associated facilities. Some of those that are most relevant to the 
Cold War period include the following: (1) data for Phase I, including Historical Property 
Surveys such as a 1946 Analysis of Existing Facilities in a master planning document for Las 
Vegas Army Airfield, a 1951 map for a Preliminary Master Plan for Nellis AFB, and Installation 
Survey Reports for Nellis AFB, Nellis AFR, and Indian Springs detailing history and mission; (2) 
data for Phase II, including a 1957 Real Property Study; (3) data for Phase III, including a Base 
Civil Engineering Information Brochure by TAC in 1970 and base maps from 1977-1982; (4) 
data for Phase IV, including a Real Property Study from 1986 with base maps and aerial 
photographs in an appendix. 


These historical resources offer valuable data regarding base development, particularly for the 
earliest Cold War phases. They are also useful as a resource for evaluating real property. The 
collections are carefully preserved by the office staff, but the fact that they are not in a truly secured 


area increases the chance for inadvertent damage or removal. 
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6.1.2.3 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6191, Located in Real Property No. 620) 


A documentary collection is maintained in the secured WTC Historian's office in the WTC 
Headquarters building. This collection includes photographs, newspapers, oral histories, video 
tapes, maps, histories, guidebooks, posters, banners and flags (one for the Fighter Weapons Center 


and one for the 443rd Tactical Training Group), and certificates of merit. 


One drawer contains various black and white and color photographs, slides, and negatives that 
document commemorative ceremonies with personnel and aircraft. Aerial photographs depict 
such activities as RED FLAG exercises and illustrate Indian Springs. There are 23 bound 
volumes of slides, which depict Nellis AFB, the 474th and 57th Wings, aircraft, and MAPLE 
FLAG, RED FLAG, and GUNSMOKE exercises. Another album contains photographs of 
Indian Springs and the Nevada Test Site. These volumes also contain black and white 8 x 10 
inch photographs of early officers from the 1950s. There are three boxes of miscellaneous 
photographs, one box of dry mounted photographs, and loose dry mounted photographs of 
bombing range/test sites and landing strips in the desert. Finally, one large aerial of Nellis AFB 


from 1964 is maintained. 


A collection of various newspapers is also kept by the historian. The collection includes the base 
newspaper, which spans the years from 1959 to 1986. It also includes the 1952 to 1953 and the 
1974 to 1986 Nellis Bullseye and the 1959 to 1973 Nellis Century newspapers. 


Cassette tapes containing oral interviews, along with movie reels and video tapes, are also 
included in this documentary collection. A brief inventory revealed 31 tapes of interviews with 
26 individuals, six movie reels, and videos of Desert Storm, Vietnam, and other combat footage. 
The true nature of this resource is undetermined, yet it could be of great value especially due to 


its nature as an irreplaceable data source. The interviews may contain insights into Cold War 
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issues from persons who experienced them directly. The movie reels and video tapes were most 


likely filmed during the Cold War. 


The historian also maintains a historical collection in her office. The collection includes various 
histories, some of which contain photographs, letters, and newspaper clippings, and some base 
maps. Histories of most relevance to the Cold War study include early wing and unit histories from 
1939 to the 1980s, several with photographs of Nellis AFB, personnel, and aircraft. Also important 
are approximately 54 bound volumes with various historical documents pertaining to Indian 
Springs, support groups, miscellaneous events, biographies, photographs of facilities, and Nellis 
AFB background. One bound volume of memorabilia regarding the Manch Manor Capehart 
Housing dedication of 1960 is maintained. Maps include three Disaster Preparedness maps, one of 
the main base for 1977 and two for 1985, one layout map of the entire base, and a second of Area II 


with its weapons storage bunkers. 


This documentary collection of resources is important due to its illustration of base history and 
development, and its connection with WTC operations. The collection is located in a secured area 


and is well organized and maintained by the historian. 


6.1.2.4 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6196, Located in Real Property No. 7) 


The 57th Wing Historian maintains a historical and memorial collection in his office, located in the 
57th Wing Headquarters building. The historical collection consists of various histories, historical 
photographs, and maps, including wing histories from 1981-1989, a set of 13 framed photographs 
of various aircraft types, a 1948 aerial photograph of the base, and a more recent base master plan 


showing Area II. 


The memorial collection consists of various banners, hats, patches, plaques, trophies, relics, and 
photographs, including a captured Russian rifle (from Vietcong) presented to the 429th Tactical 


Fighter Squadron in 1965, several awards from Korea, a large collection of various hats and 
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badges (some displayed on the office walls), plaques, framed and dry mounted photographs, and 
awards from 1981-1989. Outside the office are photographs of the Wing Commanders from 
1969-1993, the 57th Fighter Squadron from 1940-1945, 57th Interceptor Group/Wing from 
1946-1953 and 1960-1968, and 57th Weapons Wing 1969-1972, and five wall plaques with 


"ACC vision, quality, mission, style, and goals." 


The resource is important due to its connection with the 57th Wing and mainly reflects wing 
activities during Phase IV of the Cold War period. The collection also illustrates the overall base 
role during the Cold War. The collection is being protected, and is well organized and in good 


condition. 


6.2 COMBAT WEAPONS AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS 


6.2.1 Documentation 


6.2.1.1 Photograph Collection (Resource No. 6190, Located in Real Property No. 812) 


The Real Property Office, located in the Civil Engineering building (No. 812), maintains a 
collection of photographs of weapons storage facilities in Area II of Nellis AFB, taken in 1969. 
Buildings photographed include trash incinerators, warehouses, sheds, electrical stations, 
flammables, munitions bunkers, EVAC AMMO concrete bunkers, loading docks, a water tower, 


watch towers, flammables sheds, and observation posts. 


These photographs provide valuable documentation of weapons facilities at Nellis AFB. They were 
taken during the height of use of the area for weapons storage during the Cold War. The exact 
nature of the weapons stored there is unclear. The photographs are particularly important because 
they document an area that is secured, even today. These photographs, however, are not stored in a 


secured area. 
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6.2.2 Maintenance Hangars/Docks 


6.2.2.1 Maintenance Hangar (Resource No. 6051, Real Property No. 292) 


This Maintenance Hangar supports aircraft maintenance, repair, and inspection activities for the 
Thunderbird Air Demonstration Squadron fleet. A portion of the hangar has been converted to a 


museum, housing Thunderbird memorabilia from 1953 to the present. 


Built in 1942, the building exhibits a rounded roof and sliding solid doors. The hangar is a 
permanent building constructed of corrugated metal siding, walls, and roof, with a concrete floor 
and reinforced concrete foundation. Its square footage is 45,023 (4,182 m’), with no additions since 
its original construction apparent from the Real Property card. Renovations include the removal of 
metal rollup doors in 1960, numerous utility updates, and the addition of partitions in 1967. In 
general, the hangar has been well maintained and regularly repaired and improved since its 
construction. The exterior is distinctively painted white with red and blue accents and labeled with 
emblems for the Thunderbirds. At some point, the museum portion of the hangar must have been 
renovated to accommodate exhibits and tours, but the exact date is not apparent from the Real 
Property card. The hangar's original use was as a maintenance hangar, then utilization was changed 
to a shop for aircraft engine inspection and repair, then to a squadron operations building, then back 


to a maintenance hangar, all for the Thunderbird squadron. 


Despite the renovations that have occurred in upgrading and maintain this hangar, no major 
renovations have occurred, according to the Real Property documentation. Therefore, external and 


internal integrity are determined to be intact. 


The Thunderbirds are exceptionally important not only due to their prestige within the Air Force 
as an elite flying squadron; they also maintain the capability to be transitioned into active service 
in a national emergency. The Thunderbirds epitomize Nellis AFB's slogan "Home of the Fighter 


Pilot" Finally, the Thunderbirds travel throughout the world, performing precision flight 
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demonstrations, reflecting the world-class ability of the USAF to both allies and adversaries. 
This hangar is the only one at Nellis AFB that maintains a direct link with the squadron it 
supported through three decades of the Cold War. It performed this function through Phases II, 
Ш, and IV of the Cold War era and meets NRHP criterion (a). 


6.3 MATERIEL DEVELOPMENT FACILITIES 
None were evaluated at Nellis AFB. 


6.4 TRAINING FACILITIES 


6.4.1 Combat Training 


6.4.1.1 RED FLAG Facility (Resource No. 6066, Real Property No. 201) 


This building is used as an operational building for RED FLAG training activities, planning, 
mission assessment debriefings, and administration. RED FLAG is a joint training squadron 
providing air power in direct support of the U.S. Army National Training Center in Fort Irwin, 
California. It is one in a series of advanced training programs that result in increased combat 


capability of the United States and Allied forces, and is operated by the WTC. 


This permanent building, constructed in 1971 with 25,920 ft (734 па”), has concrete masonry unit 
walls with a five-ply built up roof, on a concrete floor and foundation. In 1980, an audio control 
booth was added, and, in 1984, a significant construction addition of 47,216 ft (1,337 m) Was 
added. Several utility renovations were undertaken through 1989, along with the construction of a 
concrete ramp, pads, and stoops. The current square footage is 73,136, (2,071 m^). The building is 


clearly marked with RED FLAG logos and signs. 
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The exterior integrity of the building is intact. Since the building has retained its original function, 
and the Real Property Office documentation indicates that the only additions made were to assist in 


the building's function, interior integrity is also determined to be intact. 


The association of RED FLAG with the Cold War is exceptional, having been developed as a result 
of losses in Vietnam. To ensure improved readiness for future conflicts, RED FLAG provided 
pilots with the most realistic combat flying training, thereby increasing the success and survivability 
rates of U.S. and allied forces. The RED FLAG operations further strengthened Nellis AFB's 
distinction as the premier fighter training base and played an exceptionally important role in the 
preparation of U.S. and allied fighter forces. This facility, built to house RED FLAG operations, 
fulfilled this role during Phases III and IV of the Cold War era, and meets NRHP criterion (а). 


6.4.1.2 Threat Facility Collection (Resource No. 6072, Located in Real Property No. 470) 


The Threat Facility Collection, maintained by the 547th Adversary Threat Squadron, is located west 
of the flight line in the southern portion of the base. The collection provides simulated enemy 
technology and weaponry for realistic war training using captured, donated, and recreated display 
exhibits. Some of the collection dates to World War II; however, the majority is from the Cold War 
period. Portions of the collection are classified and were not available for assessment by the field 


team. 


The facility complex consists of an entryway, exhibit hall, and auditorium in the main building, 
with exhibits including relics and memorial items, a Yemen flight suit, mounted aerial photographs 
depicting the development of the building, framed Soviet propaganda posters, framed information 
sheets on various enemy aircraft and tanks, numerous gun displays, and scaled aircraft models 


mounted on the wall that represent all Soviet aircraft between the 1950s and today. 
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The large weaponry is displayed in an adjacent outdoor enclosure and is generally organized by 
categories including anti-aircraft, surface to surface, air to surface, infantry fighting vehicles, 
strategic surface to air, armored vehicles and tanks, and radar devices. Aircraft are kept in an 
adjacent enclosed room. Each display is labeled with an informational sign. The majority of the 
large weaponry was used in Cold War period conflicts such as the Vietnam War; however, more 


recent material, such as that used in Desert Storm, is displayed as well. 


The collection of items at the Threat Facility is used for training fighter pilots to prepare them for 
combat situations both in the United States and abroad. Though the objects are not removed from 
the facility and actually put to use, they are used as training aids, enabling the pilot to become 
familiar with weaponry and aircraft used by potential enemies. The integrity of the collection and 


the individual items within the collection remains intact. 


The Threat Facility building itself, constructed of metal walls and roof with a concrete floor and 
foundation, was built in 1972 as a permanent building with a square footage of 7,700 (715 п”). 

Although the exact order of previous uses is unclear, it apparently functioned as a heavy 
equipment shop and vehicle maintenance shop prior to being chosen in 1976 to house the threat 
collections. At this point, the Real Property card describes the building as having been relocated 
and renumbered. Remarks on the card include "Butler Building, surplus B-58 shelter, moved to 
Nellis main base NE." After 1976, several improvements were made, including utility upgrades 
and expansions to accommodate exhibits, resulting in a current square footage of 17,321 


(5,279 т). 


The Threat Facility Collection is exceptionally important to the Базе and national Cold War 
contexts for the role it plays within the fighter training complex at Nellis AFB and for the unique 
training experience it provides not only to USAF fighter pilots, but to pilots of all four branches of 
the military and to pilots from allied nations. Use of this collection improves the success and 
survivability of fighter forces during combat situations. This collection has performed this training 


mission during Phases III and IV of the Cold War era, and meets NRHP criterion (a). 
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6.4.1.3 Weapons School (Resource No. 6130, Real Property No. 282) 


The Weapons School provides state-of-the-art training in weapons technology for squadron 
instructors. Built in 1969 as a permanent building, the original nomenclature for this building was 


as aircraft and weapons training. Currently, it is classified as a flight training classroom. 


The school is a single story, concrete masonry building with exterior signage relating to its ACC 
mission and function. Remarks on the property card refer to a mechanical equipment yard, block 
wall, and concrete stoop and ramp. It is also noted that the building was dedicated "Waxman Hall" 
on June 12, 1969 after Major Saul Waxman. A large addition to the building's original square 
footage of 22,240 (2,066 m^) came in 1985 with the construction of an electric substation, 
compressed air plant, and other utility improvements resulting in the current square footage of 
42,383 (3,937 m^. The building retains its exterior integrity. Although additions to the main 
building have been made, the real property card indicates no major renovations. As the building 


has retained the same function since being built, its interior integrity is determined to be intact. 

The Weapons School is exceptionally important in that it epitomizes the fighter training role of 
Nellis AFB during the Cold War and played a major role in preparing all Air Force fighter 
squadrons for combat. It also trained pilots of the other military branches and pilots from allied 
nations. This school functioned in this role during Phases III and IV, and meets NRHP criterion (a). 


6.5 INTELLIGENCE FACILITIES 


None were evaluated at Nellis AFB. 
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7.0 UNDOCUMENTED RESOURCES 


The purpose of the reconnaissance inventory was to provide initial information on the kinds of Cold 
War resources extant on Nellis AFB. During the fieldwork at the base, the field team could not 
inventory all the resources available to them due to time limitations. As a result, some resources 
were noted as existing but were not inventoried. Nevertheless, these resources may contain 
potentially significant information pertaining to the base's Cold War context in general or to 
specific properties or activities at Nellis AFB. These resources should be investigated further for a 


more comprehensive analyses. 


Almost all buildings and structures have been removed from Cuddeback GR. The only surface 
evidence that buildings once existed there is the presence of concrete foundations where the 
buildings once stood. Remaining structures and objects at the range include the asphalt runway, 
which is very short, narrow, and in serious disrepair, a few target vehicles, ordnance casings, and a 


barbed wire fence. 


The USAF Historical Research Agency at Maxwell AFB, Alabama, is the repository for all Air 
Force historical documents. A computerized search for materials related to Nellis AFB revealed 
approximately 560 citations. Most of these are unit histories and special collections. More specific 
topics include the histories of various flight and combat training programs. The vast majority of 
these documents are available on microfilm. Future studies of Cold War history at Nellis AFB 


should allot time to researching these documents. 


Finally, as part of the inventory process, various people at the base were contacted to help identify 
resources important to the base's Cold War history. A list of these contacts is presented in 


Appendix E. 


Volume П-22: Nellis Air Force Base 53 


8.0 FUTURE THREATS TO RESOURCES 


The base is consistently updating its facilities, primarily through the demolition of old buildings and 
construction of new. No list was available that identified these buildings, thus it is currently 
unknown whether substantial modification or demolition is planned for any of the evaluated 
properties. During the base visit, the demolition of one of the last remaining World War II 


buildings was observed. 
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9.0 PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS 


Cultural resources are defined as physical manifestations of past human activity, occupation, or use. 
This definition includes historic sites and objects. According to the NHPA, a historic property is a 
cultural resource that either is listed on the NRHP or has been evaluated and determined eligible for 
listing. For example, a Cold War maintenance hangar at Nellis AFB is a cultural resource, but it 
may or may not be a historic property according to NHPA terminology. A determination of 
eligibility is a decision of whether a resource meets certain requirements. If the resource meets the 


requirements, it is eligible for nomination to the NRHP. 


A comprehensive national evaluation will be completed at the conclusion of the individual base 
inventories. This evaluation will provide comprehensive management recommendations for the 
resources recommended in the base reports as eligible, potentially eligible, or eligible in the future. 
In the comprehensive evaluation, selected eligible resources will be recommended for actual 


nomination to the NRHP. 


9.1 NRHP ELIGIBILITY 


9.1.1 Evaluation and Determination of NRHP Eligibility 


Under the NHPA, cultural resources must meet certain requirements to be eligible for nomination 
to the NRHP, and these requirements apply to Cold War resources. First, a resource must be 
determined to be important within its historic context. It must also meet at least one of the 
NRHP criteria of importance, as described in Section 4.2.2.2. The eligibility of a resource for 
inclusion in the NRHP also lies in the resource's age. Generally, a resource must be at least 
50 years old to be considered eligible. However, if a resource is found to be of exceptional 
importance within its historic context and in regard to the NRHP criteria, then the 50 year 
threshold is waived. This is especially important for this study, as the resources that were 


evaluated achieved importance during the Cold War era, thus are currently less than 50 years old. 
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Finally, resources must possess integrity of at least two of the following: location, design, 


setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, as appropriate. 


Recommendations in this report regarding NRHP eligibility are preliminary. It is the 
responsibility of the federal agency to make the determination of eligibility in consultation with 
the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). If they cannot agree on a determination, a formal 
determination of eligibility is then required from the Keeper of the NRHP, who acts on behalf of 
the Secretary of the Interior in these matters. For this current study at Nellis AFB, the Command 
Cultural Resources Manager for ACC is the responsible party acting in the role of the federal 
agency. It is through the Command Cultural Resources Manager, in consultation with the base 
commander, the respective SHPO, and USAF Headquarters, that a determination of eligibility 
will be made for the evaluated resources. Processing of NRHP nominations is conducted 
through the chain of command, from the base through the major command to the Air Force 


Federal Preservation Officer, with the final decision made by the Keeper of the NRHP. 


As stated above, if a resource is determined to be eligible for nomination to the NRHP, or is listed 
on the NRHP, the resource is considered as a historic property. Resources that have not been 
completely evaluated for NRHP eligibility, and thus cannot be subject to a determination of 
eligibility, are considered to be potentially eligible resources. This includes resources that are 
unidentified or unknown. Because of this potential, these resources must be treated as though they 
are eligible and managed accordingly until complete evaluation and determination of eligibility can 
be made. In general, resources are considered as eligible, and treated as such, until determined 
otherwise. Within the scope of the current Cold War study, only those resources that have 
importance within the Cold War context have been evaluated for their eligibility. This means that 
most of the resources on Nellis AFB have not been evaluated, and thus must be considered and 


treated as eligible until an evaluation and determination of eligibility are made. 


Once a historic property has been listed on the NRHP, its determination of eligibility is basically 


final, although there are processes for removing properties from the list. In some cases, historic 
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properties, though evaluated and determined eligible, are not nominated to the list. These 
properties, though not on the list, are treated the same as those properties listed. However, a 
determination of eligibility of an unlisted historic property is not the final determination for that 
resource. As time passes, a resource previously determined ineligible may become eligible when 
re-evaluated, or a historic property may lose a pre-determined eligibility. Therefore, it is necessary 


to re-evaluate unlisted historic properties periodically. 


9.1.2 Implications of NRHP Eligibility 


Under NHPA, federal agencies have responsibilities toward the management of historic properties, 
both those that have been identified and those that are unknown. There are many provisions in this 
law which must be adhered to by federal agencies. Two sections of the NHPA apply directly to 


resource protection, Section 110 and Section 106. 


Section 110 of the NHPA requires federal agencies to assume responsibility for the preservation of 
historic properties that are owned or controlled by the agency. The first step to this responsibility is 
to identify, inventory, evaluate, and nominate all resources under the agency's ownership or control 
that appear to qualify for listing on the NRHP. The current study is a means to meeting this step. 

The agency must ensure that any resource that might qualify for listing is not inadvertently 
transferred, sold, demolished, substantially altered, or allowed to deteriorate significantly. If it is 
deemed necessary to proceed with a project that will adversely affect a historic property, the agency 
must document the property for future use and reference, and deposit such records in a designated 


repository. 


Section 106 outlines a review process whereby the effect of a proposed project on historic 
properties is considered prior to proceeding with that project. The review process is warranted for 
all federal undertakings (federally conducted, licensed, permitted, or assisted actions), and is 
intended to help balance agency goals and preservation goals, and to lead to creative conflict 


resolution rather than to block or inhibit proposed undertakings. Thus it is a process that is 
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designed to take place during the planning stages of a project when changes can be made to achieve 


this balance. Entities involved in the review process can include the agency, the SHPO of the 


respective State, and the ACHP. 


The principal steps in the Section 106 process include: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


Identification of all historic properties (both listed and eligible for listing to the NRHP) that 
may be affected by the proposed project; if no such historic properties are identified, and the 
SHPO agrees with the findings, the project proceeds; if historic properties are identified the 
process continues to Step 2. 


Determination of the effect the proposed project may have on the identified historic 
properties; if there will be no effect and the SHPO concurs, the project proceeds; if there 
will be no adverse effect and the SHPO and ACHP agree, the project proceeds; if there will 
be an adverse effect the process continues to Step 3. 


Consultation among the agency, SHPO, and ACHP to attempt to avoid, minimize, or 
mitigate the adverse effect; this step either results in the development of a Memorandum of 
Agreement, in which case the process continues to Step 4, or in no agreement, which means 
consultation is terminated. 


ACHP comments on the project; the agency will either proceed with the project 
implementing the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement, or will consider the ACHP's 
comments and proceed with the project anyway, or will cancel the project. 


Under Section 106, federal agencies undertaking a project having an effect on a listed or eligible 


historic property must provide the ACHP a reasonable opportunity to comment. Having complied 


with this procedural requirement, the agency may adopt any course of action it believes is 


appropriate. While the ACHP comments must be taken into account and integrated into the 


decision-making process, project decisions rest with the agency implementing the undertaking. 
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9.2 EVALUATED RESOURCE RECOMMENDATIONS 


Recommendations for the evaluated resources at Nellis AFB are presented below. Table 9.1 
summarizes these recommendations. More than one recommendation may apply to a given 
resource. Terminology used in the recommendations is defined as follows: 

No Further Work - This is recommended if the resource does not retain integrity and 


does not require protection. 


Stewardship - This treatment is recommended if the resource is important and some 
active role should be taken in the management of the property. This is different from 
preservation in that the resource requires general maintenance, but does not need 
specified repairs or specialized storage. 


National Register of Historic Places Listing - This is recommended if the resource 
appears to be eligible for NRHP listing. These assessments will be reconsidered at 
the national level. 


Further Documentation - This is recommended if there is any further work to be 
accomplished for the resource. This may be recommended when archival research 
should be completed to document a Cold War relationship, inventory of documents 
is needed, Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation is desirable, 
or the integrity needs to be assessed. 


Preservation/Conservation/Repair - This is recommended if the resource is considered 
important and requires maintenance or repair to avoid loss or further deterioration. 
This is also recommended when specialized storage conditions are required to 
maintain the resource. 


9.2.1 Command Center (Resource No. 6001, Real Property No. 620) 


This building is evaluated as exceptionally important within the base and national Cold War 
contexts during Phases III and IV. It meets NRHP criterion (a) based on its role in providing the 
premier flight and combat training to not only U.S. forces, but also to pilots of allied nations. 

The integrity of the building is determined to be intact based upon partial observation, the lack of 
documented major renovations, and use of the building as the WTC Headquarters since its 


construction. Therefore, this building is recommended as eligible to the NRHP. 
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Table 9.1 Recommendations for Evaluated Resources. 










Real 
Resource Property 
No. No. 


Preservation/Conservation/ Repair 


INo Further Work 
Further Documentation 


Prope 





Command Center 
6051 292 Maintenance Hangar 
6066 201 RED FLAG Facility 


Weapons School 


Real Property - Object 
6072 None Threat Facility Collection NRHP eligible now. 


Record or Document - Object 
Documentary Collection 








6189 None Documentary Collection 
6190 None Photograph Collection 
Documentary Collection 


* Recommendations regarding future or immediate NRHP listing in this report are preliminary. 
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Recommendations include stewardship to maintain the integrity of the building and its features, 


and further documentation to nominate this resource to the NRHP. 


9.2.2 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6188, Located in Real Property No. 812) 


This collection, consisting of maps, drawings, and photographs from all four Phases of the Cold 
War era, is stored in a secure area in the drawing room of Civil Engineering. The older items are 
stored with the newer, more frequently used ones, thus they are accessed regularly and subject to 
wear. It is recommended that this collection be inventoried and copied, with the copies going to the 
base for its use and the originals sent to a permanent curatorial facility for stewardship and 


conservation. 


9.2.3 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6189, Located in Real Property No. 812) 


This collection of books, maps, photographs, and brochures is treated carefully; however, it is not 
in a secure area and could easily be damaged. It is recommended that the collection be 
inventoried and copied. It is further recommended that the copies be retained by the base for its 
use and that the originals be sent to a permanent curatorial facility for stewardship and 


conservation. 


9.2.4 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6191, Located in Real Property No. 620) 


This collection of photographs, newspapers, oral histories, video tapes, maps, histories, and 
objects of memorabilia is located in a secure office, and is well organized and maintained by the 
historian. It is recommended that the memorabilia be retained by the historian for inventory and 
stewardship. It is recommended that the oral history tapes be transcribed to provide a hard-copy 
of the interviews’ contents. Finally, it is recommended that the photographs, newspapers, oral 


histories, video tapes, maps, and histories be inventoried and copied, that the base retain the 
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copies for its use, and that the originals be sent to a permanent curatorial facility for stewardship 


and conservation. 


9.2.5 Documentary Collection (Resource No. 6196, Located in Real Property No. 7) 


This collection of historical and memorial items is protected, well organized, and in good condition. 
It is recommended that the historic collection of histories, photographs, and maps, and the 
photographs in the memorial collection be inventoried and copied, with the copies retained by the 
base for its use and the originals sent to a permanent curatorial facility for stewardship and 
conservation. It is recommended that the remaining objects in the memorial collection be kept at 


the base, inventoried and stewarded by the wing historian. 


9.2.6 Photograph Collection (Resource No. 6190, Located in Real Property No. 812) 


This collection of photographs of the weapons storage facilities in Area II of Nellis AFB record 
facilities in active use during Phase III of the Cold War era. It is recommended that the collection 
be inventoried and copied, with the copies retained by the base for its use and the originals sent to a 


permanent curatorial facility for stewardship and conservation. 


9.2.7 Maintenance Hangar (Resource No. 6051, Real Property No. 292) 


The Thunderbird Maintenance Hangar is evaluated as exceptionally important within the base and 
national Cold War contexts during Phases II through IV. It meets NRHP criterion (a) based on its 
direct and continuous link to the Thunderbird elite flying squadron. The integrity of the building is 
determined to be intact based on the lack of documented major renovations and its continuous use 
as a hangar for the Thunderbird fleet. Therefore, this building is recommended as eligible to the 
NRHP. Recommendations include stewardship to maintain the integrity of the building and its 


features, and further documentation to nominate this resource to the NRHP. 
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9.2.8 RED FLAG Facility (Resource No. 6066, Real Property No. 201) 


This building is evaluated as exceptionally important within the base and national Cold War 
contexts during Phases III and IV. It meets NRHP criterion (a) based on its association with RED 
FLAG operations and the preparation of U.S. and allied fighter forces and on its role within Nellis 
AFB's fighter training complex. The integrity of the building is determined to be intact based upon 
partial observation, the lack of documented major renovations, and the use of the building for the 
same purpose since its construction. Therefore, this building is recommended as eligible to the 
NRHP. Recommendations include stewardship to maintain the integrity of the building and its 


features, and further documentation to nominate this resource to the NRHP. 


9.2.9 Threat Facility Collection (Resource No. 6072, Located in Real Property No. 470) 


This collection is evaluated as exceptionally important to the base and national Cold War contexts 
during Phases III and IV. It meets NRHP criterion (a) due to its role in the advanced training 
mission conducted by Nellis AFB for U.S. military pilots and pilots from allied nations. The 
integrity of the collection is determined to be intact. Therefore, this collection is recommended as 
eligible to the NRHP. Recommendations include stewardship to maintain the integrity of the 


collection and further documentation to nominate this resource to the NRHP. 


9.2.10 Weapons School (Resource No. 6130, Real Property No. 282) 


This building is evaluated as exceptionally important to the base and national Cold War contexts 
during Phases III and IV. It meets NRHP criterion (a) based on its direct association with the 
Weapons School and its role in the fighter combat training of pilots from the USAF, the other 
military branches, and allied nations. The integrity of the building is determined to be intact 
based upon the lack of documented major renovations and sole use of the building for the 


Weapons School. Therefore, this building is recommended as eligible to the NRHP. 
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Recommendations include stewardship to maintain the integrity of the building, and further 


documentation to nominate this resource to the NRHP. 
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APPENDIX A: 
RECONNAISSANCE INVENTORY 
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ТаЫе А.1 Reconnaissance Inventory Table. 


Real 
Resource Resource Property Year 
Catego No. No. Pro T Completed 


Real Property - Building 


Хе 


6001 620 Command Center (WTC Headquarters) 1969 
6002 615 Base Chapel 1963 
6003 589 Data Processing Installation 1956 
6004 374 Bank Branch 1971 
6005 312 Base Library 1963 
6006 320 Post Office Center 1972 
6007 430 Exchange Service Outlet | 1985 
6008 432 Gymnasium 1972 
6009 606 Exchange-Service Station 1964 
6010 603 Commissary & Thrift Shop 1958 
6011 604 Animal Clinic 1964 
6013 601,602 Child Care Center and Annex 1986 
6014 625 Composite Medical Facility 1965 
6015 650 Family Housing Appr 50-69 (Major General's House) 1968 
6016 646 Family Housing Appr 50-6 (Colonel's House) 1957 
6017 536 Visiting Airman's Quarters 1958 
6018 588 Group Headquarters 1989 
6019 545 Visiting Officers' Quarters 1972 
6020 554 Officers' Open Mess 1990 
6021 745,775 Airman's Dormitory 1970 
6022 705 Recreation Center 1971 
6025 555 Community Center 1987 
6025 1028 Base Warehousing (Forms/ Publications, A3) 1963 
6026 1015 Security Police Kennel Support Facility (A3) 1962 
6027 2990 Base Trailer Park (A3) Unknown 
6028 1043, 1035 Моп-АЕ Administration and Defense Reutilization 1978 
Offices(A3) 
6030 Unknown Surplus Storage Warehousing(A3) Unknown 
6031 1114 Data Processing Installation (A3) 1988 
6032 1100 Security Police Operations (A3) 1986 
6033 849, 850 Base Engineer's Covered Storage 1942 
6034 786 Airman's Dormitory 1990 
6035 899 Environmental Management Headquarters 1991 
6036 45 Technical Training Classroom (ACC Combat 1984 
Aircrew) 
6037 43 Environmental Health (Area Defense Counsel) 1985 
6038 20 Base Personnel Office 1976 
6039 18 Law Center (Staff Judge Advocate) 1981 
6040 7 57th Wing Headquarters 1989 


6041 11 57th Wing Headquarters Center 1989 
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Table A.1 (Continued). 





Real 

Resource Resource Property Year 

Category Мо. No. Property Type Completed 
6042 46 Audit Agency Headquarters 1987 
6043 47 Group Headquarters (MCM 3-1 Conference Center) 1969 
6044 6 Communications Facility 1953 
6045 2091 Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop 1985 
6048 2064 Control Tower Unknown 
6049 None Golf Course Clubhouse Unknown 
6050 805 Base Operations 1939 
6051 292 Maintenance Hangar (Thunderbirds) 1942 
6052 290 Small Aircraft Maintenance Dock 1963 
6053 287 High-Bay Technical Training (Converted Hangar) 1942 
6054 283 Small Aircraft Maintenance Dock 1977 
6055 277 Fire Station 1963 
6056 270 Maintenance Hangar (Inspection Hangar) 1956 
6057 262 Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop 1954 
6058 256 Aircraft Corrosion Control 1961 
6059 252 High-Bay Technical Training (Converted Hangar) 1961 
6060 258 Squadron Operations (Maintenance Training) 1971 
6061 250 Squadron Operations (561st Fighter Squadron) 1971 
6062 245 Maintenance Hangar 1954 
6063 242 Squadron Operations (Air Warrior) 1971 
6064 239 Small Aircraft Maintenance Dock 1963 
6065 226 Small Aircraft Maintenance Dock (Red Flag) 1972 
6066 201 RED FLAG Facility 1971 
6067 232 General Purpose Aircraft Maintenance 1969 
6068 215 Air Force Security Service Operations 1985 
6069 1739 Runner's World Facility 1992 
6070 469 Training Aids Shop (Adversary Threat) 1990 
6071 200 Direction/Combat Center Facility (Range Control) 1981 
6073 236 Base Supplies & Equipment Warehouse 1969 
6074 462 Base Supplies & Equipment Warehouse (HazMat) 1969 
6076 839 Reproduction Plant 1955 
6077 840 Automotive Hobby Shop 1974 
6078 838 Housing Supplies-Storage Facility (Linens) 1961 
6079 836 Housing Supplies-Storage Facility (Furnishings) 1961 
6080 837 Vehicle Operations Administration 1955 
6081 827 Vehicle Operations Administration (Transportation) 1984 
6082 856 Petroleum Operations 1987 
6083 831 Vehicle Maintenance Shop 1954 
6084 848 Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop (Red Flag) 1989 
6085 858 Jet Engine Inspection & Maint. Shop (Propulsion) 1960 
6086 854 Refueling Vehicle Shop 1969 


6088 821 Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop 1988 
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Table A.1 (Continued). 
Real 

Resource Resource Property Year 

Catego No. No. Pro T Completed 
6089 878 Squadron Operations (Test & Evaluation) 1985 
6090 809 Traffic Management Facility (Mobility) 1974 
6091 877 Air Force Headquarters 1986 
6092 882 Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop (Falcon) 1985 
6093 841 Base Cold Storage 1956 
6094 826 Base Supply Administration 1966 
6095 811 Base Supplies and Equipment Warehouse 1964 
6096 828 Air Force Office of Special Investigation 1969 
6097 843 Base Engineer Covered Storage (Facility 1985 
6098 825 Base Engineer Administration 1988 
6099 822 Base Engineer Administration 1986 
6100 817 Base Engineer Administration 1943 
6101 812 New Civil Engineering Building Unknown 
6102 350 Exchange Snack Bar (Burger King) 1987 
6103 610 Arts & Crafts Center 1953 
6104 362 Base Theater 1970 
6105 340 Exchange Sales Store (Base Exchange) 1971 
6106 595 Communications Facility 1968 
6107 696, 698 Main Gate Traffic Check House 1990 
6109 300 Bowling Center 1966 
6110 322 Credit Union 1971 
6111 428 Exchange-Administration Office 1969 
6112 425 Precision Measurement Equipment Lab 1969 
6113 434,438 — Swimming Pool and Bath House Complex 1974 
6114 447 Avionics Shop (Gold Flag) 1969 
6115 439 MWR Supply & NAF Central Storage 1992 
6116 451 Target Intelligence Training 1970 
6117 454 Clothing Store (Military) 1969 
6118 248 Aircraft Support Equipment Shop and Storage 1969 
6119 448 Avionics Shop (Pneudraulics) 1969 
6120 445 Avionics Shop 1970 
6121 260 General Purpose Aircraft Maintenance (Egress) 1969 
6122 443 Base Supplies & Equipment Warehouse (Shop 1969 
6123 264 Weapons & Release Systems Shop (Armaments) 1971 
6124 328 Group Headquarters (Logistics) 1965 
6125 423 Avionics Shop (Component Repair Squadron) 1981 
6126 324 NCO Open Mess (Enlisted Club) 1966 
6127 124 Survival Equipment Shop 1955 
6128 118 Base Photo Lab 1966 
6129 122 Audiovisual Facility 1942 
6130 282 Flight Training Classroom (Weapons School) 1969 





ne 
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Table A.1 (Continued). 
Real 

Resource Resource Property Year 

Catego No. No. Pro T Completed 
6131 102 Squadron Operations (Current Weapons & Training) 1974 
6132 44 Squadron Operations (Combat Rescue School) 1981 
6133 2 Special Operations (Security Police) 1982 
6134 780 Group Headquarters (Nellis Inn) 1985 
6136 552 Visiting Airman's Quarters (Union Plaza) 1981 
6137 567 Airman's Dining Halls (Mt. View Inn) 1963 
6150 Unknown  Enlisted Accompanied Housing (Manch Manor) Unknown 
6151 Unknown Youth Center In Enlisted Housing (Manch Manor) Unknown 
6152 Unknown Temporary Lodging Facility (Manch Manor) Unknown 
6153 Unknown New USAF/VA Hospital 1994 
6155 Unknown Old Warehouse (A3) Unknown 
6157 Unknown Small Arms Range-Building (АЗ) Unknown 
6162 Unknown Wherry Housing-Nellis Terrace (53 McCarron) Unknown 

6163 Unknown Wherry Housing-Nellis Terrace (37 Luke Drive) Unknown 

6167 10250 Federal Prison Facility (Old Chapel, A2) Unknown 
6170 10124,118 Red Horse Facilities (Storage and Maintenance, A2) Unknown 
6171 10202 Federal Prison Facility (Dormitory, A2) Unknown 
6172 10211 Base Engineer Admin. (Red Horse HQ) (A2) Unknown 
6175 10203 Federal Prison Facility (Dormitory, A2) Unknown 
6176 10204 Federal Prison Facility (Old Theatre, A2) Unknown 
6177 10236 Gymnasium (A2) Unknown 
6178 10207 Heating Facility Building (Boiler Plant, A2) Unknown 
6179 10201 Federal Prison Facility (Dormitories & Offices, A2) Unknown 
6180 10116 Vehicle Maintenance Shop (A2) Unknown 
6181 10120,121 Base Maintenance Shop and Base Storage Facility Unknown 
6182 10220 Fire Station (A2) Unknown 
6183 10108 Conventional Munitions Shop (A2) Unknown 
6184 415 Aircraft Support Equipment Storage (Electronic Unknown 
6185 98 Group Headquarters (Test Group) Unknown 
6186 571 Group Headquarters (Services Squadron) 1988 
6187 586 Field Training Detachment Facility 1968 

Real Property - Landscape 
6012 None Little League Park Unknown 
6046 4500 Fire Training Area Unknown 
6047 None Base Overview 
6075 None "Nellis AFB" Rock Sign on U.S. Highway 91/93 Unknown 
6087 None "Fuels" rockscape near Tanker Fleet Unknown 
6135 2012,2013 Sports Complex with New Pavilion 1953 
6140 None Rockscape Beside Tank Farm "No Fishin" (A3) Unknown 
6154 None Area III Overview (Old Bunkers & City in Distance) 








CA 
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Table A.1 (Continued). 




















Real 

Resource Resource Property Year 
Catego No. No. Pro T Completed 

6156 None Small Arms Range-Entrance (A3) Unknown 

6168 None Rockscape and Bunker (A2) Unknown 
Real Property - Object 

6072 in 470 Threat Facility Collection 1976 

6108 None Thunderbird Static Display at Main Gate 

6141 None Static Display-F-86 Sabrejet (Freedom Park) 

6142 None Static Display-F-111A (Freedom Park) 

6143 None Static Display-F-105G Thunderchief (Freedom Park) 

6144 None Static Display-F-100D Super Sabre (Freedom Park) 

6145 None Static Display-T-5E Tiger (Freedom Park) 

6146 None Static Display-F-4C Phantom (Freedom Park) 

6147 None Static Disp.-F-117A Stealth Fighter (Freedom Park) 

6148 None Nellis Welcome Sign Inside Main Gate Unknown 

6149 None Static Display-Thunderbird beside Welcome Sign Unknown 

6159 None Sign adjacent to Flight line-"Nellis Flight Line" Unknown 

6160 None Threat Facility-Welcome Mat Unknown 

6161 None Threat Facility-Ext. Static Display-Soviet Tank 

6169 None Entrance Sign to 820th Red Horse Squadron Area Unknown 

6173 None Red Horse Static Display Front of HQ (A2) Unknown 

6174 in 1038 Gas Mask Sign on Disaster Preparedness Bldg. (АЗ) | Unknown 
Real Property - Structure 

6024 1055, 1054 Jet Fuel Storage (АЗ) 1954 

6029 1051 Jet Fuel Storage (A3) 1951 

6138 561 Water Tank Storage 1942 

6158 Unknown Small Arms Range-Targets Unknown 

6164 1045 Base Hazardous Storage (Old Weapons Bunker, A3) 1951 

6165 1048 Spare Inert Storage (Old Weapons Bunker, A3) 1954 

6166 1049 Base Hazardous Storage (Old Weapons Bunker, A3) 1954 
Record or Document - Object 

6188 in 812 Documentary Collection 

6189 in 812 Documentary Collection 

6190 in 812 Photograph Collection 

6191 in 620 Documentary Collection 

6196 in7 Documentary Collection 
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APPENDIX B: 
BASE LAYOUT MAPS SHOWING INVENTORIED RESOURCES 
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Base Layout Map Showing Inventoried Resources (Map 6 of 6). 


Figure B.1 
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APPENDIX C: 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF INVENTORIED RESOURCES 
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Resource Мо, 6001, Real Property No. 620, Resource No, 6002, Real Property No. 615, 
WTC Headquarters Base Chapel 





Resource Mo. 6003, Real Property No. 589, Resource No. 6004, Real Property No. 374, 
Data Processing Installation Bank Branch 





Resource No. 6005, Real Property No. 312, Resource No. 6006, Real Property No. 320, 
Base Library Post Office Center 
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Resource Mo. 6007, Real Property No. 430, Resource No. 6008, Real Property No. 432, 
Exchange Service Outlet Gymnasium 





Resource No. 6009, Real Property No. 606, Resource No. 6010, Real Property No. 603, 
Exchange-Service Station Commissary and Thrift Shop 





Resource No. 6011, Real Property No. 604, Resource No. 6012, Real Property No. (none), 
Animal Clinic Little League Park 
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Resource No. 6013, Real Property Nos. 601 and Resource No. 6014, Real Property No. 625, 
602, Child Care Center and Annex Composite Medical Facility 









Resource No. 6015, Real Property No. 650, Resource No. 6016, Real Property No. 646 


-$ 


Family Housing Appr. 1950-1969 (Major Family Housing Appr. 1950-1969 (Colonel's 


General's House) 


X 
2 
E 
e 
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Resource No. 6017, Real Property Мо. 536, Resource Мо. 6018, Real Property Мо, 588, 
Visiting Airman’s Quarters Group Headquarters 
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Resource No. 6019, Real Property No. 545, Resource No. 6020, Real Property No. 554, 
Visiting Officer's Quarters Otficer's Open Mess 





Resource No. 6021, Real Property Nos. 745 and Resource No. 6022, Real Property No. 705, 
775, Airman's Dormitory Recreation Center 





Resource No. 6023, Real Property No. 555, Resource No. 6024, Real Property Nos. 1055 
Community Center and 1054, Jet Fuel Storage (Area 3) 
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Resource No. 6025, Real Property No. 1028 


Base Warehousing (Area 3) 
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(unknown), Surplus Storage Warehouse (Area 3) 
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Nellis Air Force Base 


Resource No. 6026, Real Property No. 
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Secur rity Police Kennel Support Fac ility (Area 


C-5 


1015, 
3) 
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Resource No, 6032, Real Property No. 1100, 
Security Police Operations (Area 3) 





Resource No. 6034, Real Property No. 786, 
Airman's Dormitory 





Resource No. 6036, Real Property No. 45, 
Technical Training Classroom (ACC Combat 
Aircrew) 





Resource No. 6033, Real Property No. 849 and 
850, Base Engineer's Covered Storage 





Resource Mo. 6035, Real Property No. 899, 
Environmental Management Headquarters 





Resource No. 6037, Real Property No. 43, 
Environmental Health (Area Defense Counsel) 
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Resource No. 6038, Real Property No. 20, Resource Мо. 6039, Real Property No. 18, 
Base Personnel Office Law Center (Staff Judge Advocate) 








Resource No, 6040, Real Property No. 7, Resource No. 6041, Real Property No. 11, 
57th Wing Headquarters 57th Wing Headquarters Center 





Resource No. 6042, Real Property No. 46, Resource No. 6043, Real Property No. 47, 
Audit Agency Headquarters Group Headquarters (MCM 3-1 Conference 
Center) 
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Resource No. 6044, Real Property No. 6, Resource No. 6045, Real Property No. 2091, 
Communications Facility Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop 





Resource No. 6046, Real Property No. 4500, Resource No. 6047, Real Property No. (none), 
Fire Training Area Base Overview 





Resource No. 6049, Real Property No. (none), Resource No. 6050, Real Property No. 805, 
Golf Course Overview Base Operations 
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Resource No. 6051, Real Property No. 292, 
Thunderbird Maintenance Hangar and Museum 





Resource Mo. 6048, Real Property Mo. 2064, 
Control Tower 





Resource No. 6052, Real Property No. 290, 
Small Aircraft Maintenance Dock 





Resource No. 6053, Real Property No. 287, Resource No. 6054, Real Property No. 283, 
High-Bay Technical Training (Converted Small Aircraft Maintenance Dock 
Hangar) 
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Resource No. 6055, Real Property No. 277, Resource No. 6056, Real Property No, 270, 
Fire Station Maintenance Hangar (Inspection Hangar) 








Resource Nos. 6058 and 6059, Real Property 
Nos. 256 and 252, Aircraft Corrosion Control; 


High-Bay Technical Training (Converted 
Hangar) 


Resource 6057, Real Property No. 262, 
Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop 





Resource No. 6060, Real Property No. 258, Resource No. 6061, Real Property No, 250, 
Squadron Operations (Maintenance Training) Squadron Operations (561st Fighter Squadron) 
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Resource No, 6062, Real Property No. 245, Resource No. 6063, Real Property No. 242, 
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Resource No. 6064, Real Property №. 239, Resource No, 6065, Real Property No. 226, 
Small Aircraft Maintenance Dock (Red Flag) 
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Resource No. 6066, Real Property No. 201, Resource No, 6067, Real Property No. 232, 
Squadron Operations (Red Flag) General Purpose Aircraft Maintenance 
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Resource No. 6068, Real Property No. 215, 
Air Force Security Service Operations 





Resource No. 6070, Real Property No. 469, 
Training Aids Shop (Adversary Threat) 





Resource No. 6072, Real Property No. 470, 
Academic Exhibit Facility (The Threat Facility) 








Resource No. 6069, Real Property No. 1739, 
Runner's World Facility 
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Resource Mo. 6071, Real Property No. 200, 
Direction/Combat Center Facility (Range 
Control) 
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Resource No. 6073, Real Property No. 236, 
Base Supplies and Equipment Warehouse 
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Resource Мо. 6075, Real Property No. (none), 
"Nellis AFB" Rock Sign on U.S. Highway 
91/93 


Resource No. 6074, Real Property No. 462, 
Base Supplies and Equipment Warehouse 
(HazMat) 





Resource No. 6076, Real Property No. 839, 
Reproduction Plant 


Resource No. 6077, Real Property Mo. 840, 
Automotive Hobby Shop 





Resource No. 6078, Real Property No. 838, 
Housing  Supplies-Storage Facility (Linen 


Resource No, 6079, Real Property No. 836, 
Housing Supplies-Storage Facility (Furnishings) 
Exchange) 
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Resource No. 6080, Real Property No. 837, 
Vehicle Operations Administration 








ай 


Resource No. 6082, Real Property No. 856, 
Petroleum Operations 
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Resource Мо. 6084, Real Property No. 848, 
Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop (Red 
Flag) 


Resource No. 6081, Real Property No. 827, 
Vehicle Operations Administration 
(Transportation) 





Resource No, 6083, Real Property No. 831, 
Vehicle Maintenance Shop 





Resource No. 6085, Real Property No. 858, 
Jet Engine Inspection and Maintenance Shop 
(Propulsion) 
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Resource No. 6087, Real Property No. (none), 


Resource No. 6086, Real Property No. 854, 


Squadron Operations (Test and Evaluation) 





Organizational Shop 


Maintenance 


Aircraft 
(Transient) 


, 


` 








Air Force Headquarters 


Traffic Management Facility (Mobility) 


on 


Volume 1-22; Nellis Air Force Base C-16 










Resource No. 6092, Real Property No. 882, 
Aircraft Maintenance Organizational Shop 
(Falcon) 


Resource Mo. 6094, Real Property No. 826, 
Base Supply Administration 





Resource No. 6096, Real Property No. 828, 
Air Force Office of Special Investigation 





Resource Mo. 6093, Real Property No. 841, 
Base Cold Storage 





Resource Мо. 6095, Real Property No. 811, 
Base Supplies and Equipment Warehouse 





Resource No, 6097, Real Property No, 843, 
Base Engineer Covered Storage (Facility 
Improvements) 
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Resource Мо. 6098, Real Property Мо. 825, 
Base Engineer Administration 


Resource No. 6100, Real Property No. 817, 
Base Engineer Administration 





Resource No. 6102, Real Property No. 350, 
Exchange Snack Bar (Burger King) 











Resource No. 6099, Real Property No. 822, 
Base Engineer Administration 





Resource No. 6101, Real Property No. 812, 
New Civil Engineering Building 





Resource No. 6103, Real Property No. 610, 
Arts and Crafts Center 
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Resource No. 6104, Real Property No. 362, Resource No. 6105, Real Property No. 340, 
Base Theater Exchange Sales Store (Base Exchange) 





Resource No. 6106, Real Property No. 595, Resource No. 6107, Real Property Nos. 696 and 
Communications Facility 698, Main Gate Traffic Check House 








Resource No. 6108, Real Property No. (none), Resource No. 6109, Real Property No. 300, 
Thunderbird Static Display at Main Gate Bowling Center 
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Resource No. 6110, Real Property No. 322, Resource No. 6111, Real Property No. 428, 
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Resource No. 6112, Real Property No. 425, Resource No. 6113, Real Property No. 434 and 
Precision Measurement Equipment Lab 438, Swimming Pool and Bath House Complex 





Resource No. 6114, Real Property No. 447, Resource No. 6115, Real Property No. 439, 
Avionics Shop (Gold Flag) MWR Supply and NAF Central Storage 
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Resource No. 6118, Real Property No. 248, Resource №. 6119, Кем Property №. 448, 
Aircraft Support Equipment Shop and Storage Avionics Shop (Pneudraulics) 

Facility 

a чыгалы | 


1 
) 





e 


Resource No. 6120, Real Property No. 445, Resource No. 6121, Reai Property No. 260, 
Avionics Shop General Purpose Aircraft Maintenance (Egress) 
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Resource No. 6122, Real Property No. 443, Resource No. 6123, Real Property No. 264, 
Base Supplies and Equipment Warehouse (Shop Weapons and Release Systems Shop 
Service) (Armaments) 





Resource No. 6124, Real Property No. 328, Resource No. 6125, Real Property No. 423, 
Group Headquarters (Logistics) Avionics Shop (Component Repair Squadron) 





Resource No. 6126, Real Property No. 324, Resource No. 6127, Real Property No. 124, 
NCO Open Mess (Enlisted Club) Survival Equipment Shop 
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Resource No, 6128, Real Property No. 118, Resource No. 6129, Real Property No. 122, 
Base Photo Lab Audiovisual Facility 





Resource No. 6130, Real Property No. 282, Resource Мо. 6131, Кейі Же еы №. 102, 
Flight Training Classroom (Weapons School) Squadron Operations (Current Weapons an 
Training) 





Resource No, 6132, Real Property No. 44, Resource No, 6133, Real Property No. 2, 
Squadron Operations (Combat Rescue School) Special Operations (Security Police) 
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Resource No. 6134, Real Property No. 780, 
Group Headquarters (Nellis Inn) 









Resource No. 6136, Real Property No. 552, 
Visiting Airman's Quarters (Union Plaza) 


Resource Mo. 6137, Real Property Mo. 567, 
AÁirman's Dining Hall (Mt. View Inn) 





Resource No. 6135, Real Property Nos. 2012 
and 2013, Sports Complex with New Pavilion 





Resource No. 6138, Real Property No. 561, 
Water Tank Storage 
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Resource Мо. 6139, Real Property No. (none), Resource Мо. 6150, Real Property Мо. 
Freedom Park Static Aircraft Displays (unknown), Enlisted Accompanied Housing 
(Manch Manor) 





Resource No. 6151, Real Property No. Resource Мо. 6152, Real Property Мо. 
(unknown), Youth Center In Enlisted Housing (unknown), Temporary Lodging Facility (Manch 
(Manch Manor) Manor) 


— — 





Resource No. 6154, Real Property No. (попе), 
Resource Мо. 6153, Real Property Мо. Area 3 Overview (Old Bunkers and City in 
(unknown), New USAF/VA Hospital Distance) 
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Resource No. 6155, Real Property Мо, 
(unknown), Old Warehouse (Area 3) 








Resource No. 6157, Real Property No. 
(unknown), Small Arms  Range-Building 
(Area 3) 


= 


--- 
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Resource No, 6159, Real Property No. (none), 
Sign Adjacent to Flightline-" Nellis Flight Line" 














Resource No, 6156, Real Property No. (none), 
Small Arms Range-Entrance (Area 3) 





Resource No. 6158, Real Property No. 
(unknown), Small Arms Range-Targets 
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Resource No. 6162, Real Property No. 
(unknown), Wherry Housing-Nellis Terrace (53 
McCarron) 
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Resource No. 6163, Real Property Мо. 


(unknown), Wherry Housing-Nellis Terrace (37 
Luke Drive) 








Resource No. 6164, Real Property No. 1045, 


Base Hazardous Storage (Old Weapons Bunker, 


Area 3) 





Resource No. 6165, Real Property No, 1048, 
Spare Inert Storage (Old Weapons Bunker, 
Area 3) 





Resource No. 6167, Real Property No. 10250, 
Federal Prison Facility (Old Chapel, Area 2) 


Resource No. 6166, Real Property No. 1049, 
Base Hazardous Starage (Old Weapons Bunker, 
Area 3) 





Resource No. 6168, Real Property No. (none), 
Rockscape and Bunker (Area 2) 
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Resource No. 6169, Real Property Мо. (попе), Resource No. 6170, Real Property Nos. 10124 
Entrance Sign to 820th Red Horse Squadron and 10118, Red Horse Facilities (Storage and 
Area Maintenance, Area 2) 





Resource Мо. 6171, Real Property No. 10202, Resource No. 6175, Real Property No. 10203, 
Federal Prison Facility (Dormitory, Area 2) Federal Prison Facility (Dormitory, Area 2) 





Resource Мо. 6176, Real Property Мо. 10204, Resource No. 6177, Real Property No. 10236, 
Federal Prison Facility (Old Theatre, Area 2) Gymnasium (Area 2) 


Volume 11-22: 


Nellis Air Force Base C-28 





Resource No. 6178, Real Property No. 10207, 
Heating Facility Building (Boiler Plant, Area 2) 





Resource No. 6180, Real Property No. 10116, 
Vehicle Maintenance Shop (Area 2) 
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Resource No, 6182, Real 
Fire Station (Area 2) 


Property No. 10220, 


Resource No. 6179, Real Property No. 10201, 
Federal Prison Facility (Dormitories and 
Offices, Area 2) 





Resource No. 6181, Real Property No. 10120 
and 10121, Base Maintenance Shop and Base 
Storage Facility (Area 2) 
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Resource No. 6183, Real Property No. 10108, 
Conventional Munitions Shop (Area 2) 
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Resource No. 6184, Real Property No. 415, Resource No. 6185, Real Property No. 98, 
Aircraft Support Equipment Storage (Electronic Group Headquarters (Test Group) 
Warfare) 





Resource No. 6186, Real Property No. 571, Resource No. 6187, Real Property No. 586, 
Group Headquarters (Services Squadron) Field Training Detachment Facility 
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APPENDIX D: 
DATA BASE DOCUMENTATION FOR EVALUATED RESOURCES 








EVALUATED RESOURCES AT NELLIS AFB 








Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


Importance: 


6001 


The Headquarters Center facility accomodates the 
staff offices of the various organizations that 
comprise the Weapons & Tactics Center (WTC). 


4370 N. Washington Blvd. 
2/10/93 
620 


Base and Command Centers 


Command Center 


The Headquarters Center is the focal point for the 
WTC, one of three remaining centers in the U.S. that 
are responsible for localized, specific mission areas 
vital to the Air Force as a whole. These centers, 
including the WTC at Nellis, were established in the 
1960s to meet the growing demands of the Southeast 
Asian conflict, an important event in the Cold War 
chronology. 
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No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
The center is in good condition, appears 
well-maintained, and is currently in use. The 
building does not meet the 50 year criterion for 
National Register listing, but it has exceptional 
significance, which would qualify it despite its age. 


Exceptional 


Eligibility Eligible 


Height: 

Square Footage: 

Original Planned Duration: 
Existing Use: 

Other Use/Dates: 


Comments on Use: 


Primary Building Materials: 
Character Defining Features: 


30 

32396 

Permanent 

Headquarters for WTC (Weapons and Tactics Center) 

None evident. 

Modification of communication port to operational 

status in 1970, and utility related improvement to 
1989. Building construction and landscaping is 

typical of a significant administration center. 
Reinforced Concrete 

Exterior signage and landscaping ("Bomb Shelter" sign 
noted near exterior stairs). 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


6051 


This Maintenance Hangar supports aircraft 
maintenance, repair and inspection activities for the 
Thunderbird air demonstration squadron fleet. A 
portion of the hangar has been converted to a museum, 
housing Thunderbird memorabilia from 1956 to the 
present. 


4445 Tyndall Ave. 
2/10/93 
292 


Maintenance Docks/Hangars 


Maintenance Hangar 


This hangar, built in 1942, meets the 50 year 
criterion for National Register listing and it has 
housed the Thunderbirds since 1956. This is the only 
hangar at Nellis that maintains a direct link with 

the squadron it supported during three decades of the 
Cold War. It thereby contributes to Nellis' role in 
the Cold War, and also epitomizes Nellis’ base 
slogan, "Home of the Fighter Pilot". 
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No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
Based on our data, the Thunderbird Hangar and Museum 
appears to qualify for the National Register by 
meeting significance requirements as discussed above, 
and also by meeting the 50 year criterion. Further 
documentation, including an in-depth architectural 
analysis, is recommended to confirm eligibility. 
Stewardship is recommended in the interim, although 
threats appear low since the building is currently in 
use. 


Importance: 
Eligibility 


Height: 
Square Footage: 


Original Planned Duration: 


Existing Use: 


Other Use/Dates: 


Comments on Use: 


Primary Building Materials: 
Character Defining Features: 


Exceptional 

Eligible 

30 

45021 

Permanent 

Thunderbird Hangar and Museum 

Original use as a maintenance hangar, field, then an 
aircraft engine inspection and repair shop, squadron 
operations, the back to a maintenance hangar. Date 
are unclear. 
Exterior is painted white with red and blue and has a 
large thunderbird name and emblem. 

Corrugated metal siding/concrete 

Round roof and solid sliding doors. 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 


Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


Importance: 


6066 


This Squadron Operations building is used as an 
operational building for Red Flag training 

activities. The building is used for planning 

mission assessment debriefings, and administration. 
6065 (bldg. #226 is maintenance dock that supports Re 
Maintenance docks (bldg. nos. 224 & 222) that support 
Red Flag, photographed and logged as a complex. 


3662 Tyndall Ave. 
2/10/93 
201 


Combat Training 


RED FLAG Facility 


The Red Flag building is the focus for planning and 
administration for all Red Flag activities, which 
include realistic combat training (on the Nellis 

Range Complex) for all U.S. armed forces branches and 
for Allied nations. Red Flag is one in a series of 
advanced training programs that develops readiness to 
deter war or to fight and win any conflict. Results 
increase the combat capability of the armed forces 

in any future combat situation. Red Flag is operated 
by WTC and is associated with Phases Ш and IV of 
the Cold War. 


Building is in good condition, appears 
well-maintained, and is actively used. It is 
exceptionally significant and thus is NRHP eligible. 


Exceptional 


Eligibility Eligible 


Height: 

Square Footage: 

Original Planned Duration: 
Existing Use: 

Other Use/Dates: 


Comments on Use: 


Primary Building Materials: 


30 

73136 

Permanent 

Squadron Operations for Red Flag 

None evident. 

Significant addition in 1984 did not change use - 
apparently to assist Red Flag mission. Exterior 
signage denoting Red Flag. 

Concrete Masonry Unit/Concrete 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 


Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 


6072 


The Threat Facility is used as a museum for the 
purpose of housing and placing on exhibit equipment 
of foreign origin that are used as training aids. 
Exhibits include memorial items. In entry way: 10 
frames each on wall; in display case are hats, 
plaques, munitions, Soviet souvenirs in a jewelry 
case, money, Soviet uniform button, and 3 pens 
displayed, 2 with Lenins's force and 1 Lenin Statue; 
and Yemen flight suit on mannequin. In Main Hall: 6 
aerial views of facility showing evaluation of The 
Threat Facility from 1976-91; 4 framed posters "Be 
ready at Your Post," "In the Guards Peace and Work," 
"Soviet Glory," and "Swear in Truth to the Country, 
the Party, the People," all depicting Soviet 
propoganda; 2 frames with information sheets on 
various enemy aircraft titled "This is the Threat;" 
Posters of tanks, 1915-1982; Guns and scale aircraft 
models, mostly of Soviet items. Actual weaponry 
displays are described in booklets and will not be 
repeated here. Exhibits include pre-Cold War items 
(WWII and other), although the major focus in on 
threats that were important during the Cold War and 
continuing today. 


Adversary Threat training aids shop (bldg. 469/MAI 
6070), adjacent to the Threat Facility, was 
photographed and logged. 


3802 Tyndall Ave. 
2/10/93 
470 


Combat Training 


Threat Facility Collection 


The Threat Facility collection simulated enemy 
technology and weaponry for use in realistic war 
situations. The collection's significance lies in 

the captured, donated, and recreated exhibits it 
contains. The primary focus is on Soviet weapons 
technology. 
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Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


Importance: 
Eligibility 


Height: 
Square Footage: 


Original Planned Duration: 
Existing Use: 
Other Use/Dates: 


Comments on Use: 


Primary Building Materials: 
Character Defining Features: 


Percentage of historic fabric is calculated from the 
exhibits within the Threat Facility, which are the 
focus of the resource. The building itself has 
constantly been expanded since its function was 
changed to the Threat Facility in the mid 1970s. 
Therefore, the historic fabric of the building is at 
26-50%. 


No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
The Threat Facility collection is kept in excellent 
condition. 


Exceptional 
Eligible 


20 
17321 
Permanent 
Threat Facility Academic Exhibit Facility 
1972-1976/ Heavy Equipment Shop and Viehicle 
Maintenance Shop 
According to the real property card, the building was 
constructed in 1972, and was relocated and renovated 
in 1976 (this is date completed on real property 
printout.) Additions to square footage and utility 
improvements have been made to enhance use as exhibit 
facility. 
Metal/Concrete 
Concrete enclosure with partial metal roof adjacent 
to main building, to house large weaponry. Flat roof 
with few windows to protect exhibits. 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


6130 


The Weapons School provides classroom space for 
flying training programs. 


4269 Tyndall Ave. 
2/10/93 
282 


Combat Training 


Weapons School 


The Air Force recognizes the critical importance of 
the Weapons School to the readiness and combat 
capability of worldwide combat air forces. The 
school provides state of the art training in weapons 
technology and provides a pool of squadron 
instructors. 


“se AUNAR 


Significance is exceptional, and integrity appears to 
be intact. Recommended as eligible. Further 
documentation recommended to nominate, and 
stewardship recommended to retain integrity. 


Importance: Exceptional 
Eligibility Eligible 


Height: 

Square Footage: 

Original Planned Duration: 
Existing Use: 

Other Use/Dates: 


Comments on Use: 


Primary Building Materials: 
Character Defining Features: 


10 

42383 

Permanent 

Weapons School Flying Training Classroom 
Original use for aircraft and weapons training. 
Additions in square footage reflect utility 
improvements, not changes in utilization. 
Concrete Masonry Unit 

Exterior signange. Architecture is typical of a 
one-story, classroom building. 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 


6188 


The Documentary Collection located in the Civil 
Engineering Drawing Room consist of 2 cabinets of 
flat files (20 drawers total), and 23 cabinets of 
individual building specifications. The cabinets 
with individual building specifications in hanging 
files include 19 cabinets that are arranged by real 
property (building) number, in many cases with very 
bad labels-some have labels upside down. All are 
locked. Appear to contain originals/mylars by 
building in hanging files. Two cabinets are labeled 
Master Plan Files (one open and unlocked contained 
utility mylars at least as early as the 1980s). One 
cabinet is labeled Area II buildings. The last is 
master plans for projects organized by FY 
(1987-1993). In the corner are a few rolled maps 
stored in wooden floor cabinets. One roll is 
1944-1945 originals on linen-utilities. Others 
appear to be more recent mylars, topos with base 
housing, blue lines for demo, etc. Collection also 
includes enlarged aerial photos, building 
specifications, and building diesigns. 


Civil Engineering Building 812 


6020 Beale Ave. 
2/10/93 
inside 812 


Documentation 


Documentary Collection 


The flat files in the Civil Engineering Office 

contain numerous base layouts and other maps related 
to Nellis, Lake Mead Base, and Indian Springs, many 
that span the Cold War period. They are a valuable 
source of information regarding base development and 
history. Information contained in the cabinets is 
valuable as a supplement for real property studies. 
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Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 


Comments on Resource Management: 


Object Condition: 
Record/Document Category: 
Year of Document: 

Period of Association: 


In general, there are few threats to the files since 
they are kept in a secure, climate controlled room. 
It was noted that Nellis retains many older maps, 
dating to the early periods of the Cold War, so it 
does appear that they are regarded as important. 


Inventory and copy these items. Keep originals in 
permanent curatorial facility. Keep copies at base. 


Being Preserved 

Architectural Drawings and Photos 
Various 

All Cold War Phases-1940s to 1990s 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


6189 


Historical data sources in Real Property Office. 

Historical Property Surveys include 1946 Analysis of 

Existing Facilities in a master planning document for 
Las Vegas Army Airfield; a 1957 Real Property Study 
includes: Roosevelt 1942 EO revoking land; 1951 map 
for Preliminary Master Plan for Nellis; various 

letters discussing the lands in original gunnery 

range; and a staff study of Desert Game Refuge around 
1956; Base Civil Engineering Information Brochure 

by TAC in 1970; Installation Survey Report for EO 
1940; Real Property Study 1986 includes aerial photos 
in appendix and base maps 1977-1982 with building 

numbers. Collection also includes maps, photographs, 
aerial photos, and brochures. 

6190-other photos in same office 

Civil Engineering Building 812 


6020 Beale Ave. 
2/10/93 
inside 812 


Documentation 


Documentary Collection 


The historical sources in the Real Property Office 
offer valuable data regarding base development for 
all phases of the Cold War. 
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2 
18 
Although these references are well looked after by 
the real property office staff, they receive a 
moderate ranking for severity of threats since they 
are not in a truly secured area. 


Yes 
Inventory and copy collection. Keep copies at base, 
send originals to a curatorial facility for 
stewardship and conservation. 


Object Condition: Being Preserved 
Record/Document Category: Books, photos, brochure 
Year of Document: Various 
Period of Association: All Cold War Phases-1946 to 1986 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 


Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


6190 


Three folders of photographs of weapons storage 
facilities in Area 2, taken in 1969, that are kept in 

the real property office. Buildings included are: 
trash incinerators (300-302), warehouses (303-304), 
small sheds (305-306), electrical stations (307), 
flammables (308-311), munitions bunkers (321-326, 
402-404, 406, 410-414, 416, 1075), metal shed (407), 
EVAC АММО concrete bunkers (408-409), metal sided 
large shed (417), loading docks (418), water tower 
(420), flammables shed (421), observation "pill box" 
(510), watch towers (1102-1103). 

6189-historical resources in same office 

Civil Engineering Building 812 


6020 Beale Ave. 
2/10/93 
inside 812 


Documentation 


Photograph Collection 


These photographs provide valuable information about 
weapons facilities in Area 2 at Nellis. The photos 
were taken during the height of use of the area for 
weapons storage, a function which was Cold War 
related. The exact nature of the weapons stored 

there is unclear. The photos are particularly 

important as they document an area that is secured, 
even today. 


AUNAR 


2 
19 
As with the historical documents in the Real Property 
office, a moderate threat is identified only because 
the photos are not stored in a secured area. 


Yes 

Yes 
Inventory and copy the collection. Keep the copies 
at the base. Send the originals to a curatorial 
facility. 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 


6191 


Collection in WTC historian's office. Photos stored 
in various locations. Drawer of many b/w and color 
photos, slides, and negatives of personnel, aircraft, 
activities and ceremonies, and early base 
photos-some aerials. Some include a photo of 
commemorative plaque of Lt. Nellis, package of 554th 
Operations Support Wing, aerials of ranges-air 
strips-Red Flag exercises, aerials of Indian Springs 
1971, 3 bound volumes of b/w 8 x 10s of early 
officers-1950s. On file cabinets are 3 boxes with 
misc. photos large and small, 1 box of dry mounted 
photos, 1 photo album of pictures and newspaper 
clippings:Indian Springs, Nevada Test Site, and 
firefighters. There are 23 bound volumes of slides, 
which include Nellis, 474th, 57th wing maintenance, 
aircraft, Maple Flag, Red Flag, and Gunsmoke 
exercises. On top of classified safes, large dry 
mounted photos of bombing range/test site and landing 
strips in desert; also 1 large aerial photo of 
Nellis 1964. Collection also includes a newspaper 
collection, cassette tapes of oral histories, movie 
reels and video tapes, historical documents, and 
letters. Historical artifacts include public affairs 
posters, banners/flags (one from the Fighter 
Weapons Center and one from 443rd Tactical Training 
Group), 3 large certificates of merit, guidebooks for 
change of command, miscellaneous guidebooks and 
photographs. 
In WTC Headquarters (Building 620); MAI 6192-6195) 


4370 N. Washington Blvd. 
2/10/93 
inside 620 


Documentation 


Documentary Collection 


The photo archives in the WTC historian's office 
document the activities of the center and all of its 
operations (Red Flag, etc.). They are primarily 
associated with the latter phases of the Cold War, 
since the WTC did not come to Nellis until the 1960s. 
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Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


Object Condition: 
Record/Document Category: 
Year of Document: 

Period of Association: 


17 
The Center historian's office is secured and photos 
are well organized. 


No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Inventory and copy resources. Transcribe oral 
histories. Keep copies at base; send originals to 
curatorial facility for curation. 


Being Preserved 

Photograph 

Various 

1960s to 1990s (Cold War Phases III-IV, primarily 


Resource Number: 


Property Description: 


Associated Property: 
Non-Inventoried Association: 
Sub-installation: 

Address: 

Base Map Date: 

Base Map Building Number: 


Operational Support & Installations: 
Combat Weapons and Support Systems: 
Training Facilities: 

Material Development Facilities: 
Intelligence: 

Property Type: 


Statement of Significance: 


Cold War Relationship-Nat'l. Recognition: 
Theme Relationship: 

Temporal Phase Relationship: 

Level of Importance: 

Percent Historic Fabric: 

Severity of Threats: 

Total Score for Priority Matrix: 
Comments on Threats: 


No Further Work: 

Stewardship: 

National Register Listing: 

Further Documentation: 
Preservation/Conservation/Repair: 
Comments on Resource Management: 


6196 


Historical data sources in 57th Wing Historian's 

office include: classified wing histories; sanitized 

wing histories 1981-1989; maps of flightline and Red 
Horse area; standard collection of historical works 

from Office of History at Bolling AFB; photographs; 
and maps. Memorabilia includes captured Russian 

rifle from the Vietcong presented to the 429th 

Tactical Fighter Squadron in 1965; large collection 

of hats and badges; plaques; awards from Korea; box 
marked 474th of assorted photos and plaques; framed 
and dry-mounted photos; boxed new blue banner for 
57th Fighters Weapons Wing; large poster, rolled, 

F-100 turbo engine;box of presidential photos; 

trophies, including various sports awards. On the 

walls outside the office are photographs of various 
commanders and squadrons, groups, and wings; and five 
wall plaques with ACC vision, quality, mission, 

style, and goals. 

57th Wing Headquarters building (Building No. 7); MAI 


4430 Grissom 
2/10/93 
inside 7 


Documentation 


Documentary Collection 


The significance of this collection is primarily 
related to its relationship to the 57th Wing, and 
mainly reflects activities of the wing during the 
Phase IV of the Cold War period. 
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1 
14 
Collections are maintained in the Wing Historian's 
office which is secured. 


Inventory and copy collection. Keep copies at base. 
Send orignials to curatorial facility. 


Object Condition: Being Preserved 
Record/Document Category: Books, photos, maps 
Year of Document: Various 
Period of Association: Collection is associated with Cold War Phase IV, 
1981-1989, after the wing was reactivated. 
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EXTANT SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
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BASE CONTACTS 


The following people were contacted during the base visit by the field team to help identify Cold 


War material culture extant on Nellis AFB, and to provide research materials for this study: 


Mary Ann Cox 

Chief of Real Estate 

Real Property Officer 

558 CES/CER 

6048 McGouch Pkwy 

Nellis AFB, Nevada 89191-7247 
(702) 652-3302 


SrA Kenneth Lewis 

Wing Historian 

57 Wing/HQ 

4430 Grissom Avenue, Suite 206 
Nellis AFB, Nevada 89191-6521 
(702) 652-2801 


Lila Edwards 

Public Affairs 

WTC/PA 

4370 N. Washington BLVD, Suite 223 
Nellis AFB, Nevada 89191-7078 


Captain Foti 

Drawing Room 

Civil Engineering Office 

558 CER/CERR 

6048 McGouch Pkwy 

Nellis AFB, Nevada 89191-7247 
(702) 652-8442 


Jim Patrick 

Cultural Resources Management 
WTC/EV 

4553 Devlin Drive 

Nellis AFB, Nevada 89191-5000 
(702) 652-9367 


